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GEORGE WASHINGTON BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10
You are invited to join the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance at its annual George Washington’s Birthday
Luncheon at 1:00 pm on Sunday, February 10 at Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club, 811 Rattlesnake Bridge Road,
Bedminster, NJ 07921; 908-439-2123.
Our guest speaker, architectural historian Barry Thomson, will present “Natirar:
The Estate of Catherine (Kate) Everit Macy and Walter Graeme Ladd. Natirar,
Raritan spelled backwards, is the lavish 1,000-acre Somerset Hills estate developed
by the Ladds beginning in 1905. The presentation will cover the history of the land
itself, starting with the Peapack Path, an important Native American trail that once
crossed the property along its route from near New Brunswick to northwest New
Jersey, and the Board of Proprietors’ 1701 sale of the Peapack Patent, a large tract of
land that spurred and formed the legal basis for European development of much of the
area. The North Branch of the Raritan River, which flows for more than two miles
across the Ladds’ property, was the inspiration for the name of their estate. Prior to
the American Revolution, the locals created “Hunt’s Folly,” an engineering feat that
diverted water from the North Branch through a race and hand-excavated tunnel to
flow into the Peapack Brook to help power downstream mills and tannery operations
in what was an early rural industrial district. Mr. Thomson will also examine the
backgrounds of the Macy and Ladd families, the source of the couple’s wealth, and
the nature of their many philanthropies, and will feature a visual tour not only of the
Ladds’ Tudor Revival hilltop mansion at Natirar, but also their other “gilded age”
homes and yachts. Barry co-authored, with John K. Turpin, New Jersey Country Homes, The Somerset Hills,
Volumes 1 and 2.
To register, please mail your $30.00 check, payable to RHMA and marked “G. W. Birthday Luncheon,” to
Mrs. Elyce Jennings, 851 River Road, Piscataway, NJ 08854-5550. All checks must be received by February 5.
You may also call Mrs. Jennings to reserve at 732-463-0767.
Located in New Jersey’s ecologically rich Upper Raritan Watershed, the Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club
property is divided between Somerset and Hunterdon
counties by the winding and twisting waters of the
Lamington River, a branch of the Black River.
Throughout the late 19th century and the early 1920s,
much of the property was planted in intricate peach
orchards, a business operated by New Jersey Congressman James Nelson Pidcock. In the 1920s, the
land was part of the 20,000 acres that made up the
(continued on page five)
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club

The next scheduled meeting of the
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
will be held on Thursday, March 21 at 3:00 pm at
the Indian Queen Tavern, East Jersey Olde
Towne, 1050 River Road, Piscataway
All representatives from all Alliance sites are
encouraged to attend.
NJ TURNPIKE (SOUTH OR NORTHBOUND):
Exit 9 toward New Brunswick to Route 18 North.
Cross Raritan River and exit onto River Road. Turn
right. At 2nd light, turn left onto Johnson Drive. Pass
the park admin bldg. Park in next lot on left.
ROUTE 1 NORTHBOUND to Route 18 North; follow directions above.
ROUTE 1 SOUTHBOUND to Route 18 North; bear
right; follow directions above.
ROUTE 287: Exit 9, River Road (toward Highland
Park). Follow River Road to the traffic light at Hoes
Lane/Johnson Drive; turn right onto Johnson Drive.
Pass the park admin bldg. Park in next lot on left.
After parking, walk straight toward the buildings.
The Indian Queen Tavern is on the right.
To be excused, please call Susan Keating at 732605-0151 (home) or 732-857-7500 (cell).
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Premier of Raritan River film, p. 3
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Rutgers Oral History Archive, p. 4
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Calendar of Events, p. 6
Maria Ausherman memoir, p. 7
YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link, the newsletter of the
Raritan–Millstone Heritage Alliance, is a quarterly publication.
News of upcoming events for possible inclusion in the next
issue must be mailed to the editor no later than March 15,
2013. Please send all items to: Ann Suydam, Associate Editor,
54 Skillman Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873; 732-846-7448.
Please send photos (in .jpeg or .tiff) to Linda Barth, 908722-7428; barths@att.net. Material submitted electronically
should be in WORD format. Photographs will be scanned
and returned.

2

Raritan-Millstone Heritage
Alliance
P.O. Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583
www.raritanmillstone.org
An organization of individuals,
organizations, and sites working to promote
preservation and understanding of the rich,
eventful, and cultural heritage of significant
historical, educational, and cultural sites
located in Central New Jersey
OFFICERS
President - open
Vice President, Susan C. Keating
Second Vice President, Dr. Helen Brudner
Secretary, Jason Slesinski
Treasurer - open
DIRECTORS
John F. Allen
Robert H. Barth/Linda J. Barth
Linda Bassett
Jan ten Broeke
George B. Dawson
Frederick Frintrup
Elyce M. Jennings
Dr. Paul B. Jennings
Wendy Kennedy
Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller
Carol C. Natarelli
Lt. Col. Constance O’Grady
Marilyn W. Rautio
Christine Retz
Ann M. Suydam
Barbara Westergaard
The Board of Directors meets on the third
Thursday of March, May, September,
October, and November at designated
historic and museum member
sites in the region. The Executive Committee
meets in January and in June.

FILM PREMIER:
REIMAGINING OUR WATERSHED: A RENAISSANCE ON THE RARITAN
The Raritan Borough Economic Development Committee in conjunction with the Rutgers E.J. Bloustein Schools of
Planning and Public Policy, the Sustainable Raritan River Collaborative, and Somerset County Regional Center Partnership will present the Somerset County premier showing of the film, “Reimagining Our Watershed: Renaissance on the
Raritan,” on Thursday, January 10, 2013 from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M. at the Janssen Pharmaceutical Atrium, 1000 Route
202, Raritan, New Jersey.
The Raritan Basin is the largest river basin located entirely
within the state of New Jersey, covering approximately 1,100
square miles and including parts of seven counties (Hunterdon,
Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Somerset, and Union) and
all or part of 100 municipalities. The basin provides water to
approximately 1.2 million people in central New Jersey, including
drinking water, irrigation water for farms, nurseries and golf
courses, and processing water for industries.
The film celebrates the numerous environmental achievements
that have been accomplished in the Raritan Watershed, detailing
projects and organizations from throughout the basin including the
South Branch, the Upper Raritan, the Lower Raritan, and the
numerous tributaries. With Raritan Borough featured as a typical
riverfront community, the film captures the enthusiasm that drives
the quality of life in the tight knit borough, which has increasingly
turned its focus to the river.
As a prelude to the showing, Dr. Judy Shaw, director of the Raritan River Initiative, will provide comments and John
Jengo, principal hydrologist with MWH Global will show a film detailing the restoration of fish runs through removal
of two obsolete dams in the borough.
According to Don Christensen, chair of the Raritan EDC, “Upon seeing
Dr. Shaw's film this past fall in New Brunswick, we immediately realized its
potential to stimulate a wave of positive attention for the river among all the
communities it runs through. In Raritan Borough, we jumped at the chance to
be a part of this movement, since the river is one of our borough's greatest assets and is thus a key component of Raritan’s future. Further, we feel that a
clean and vibrant Raritan River is central to the economic vitality of Somerset
County and the entire state of New Jersey, as well.”
With Challenge Grant funding provided by the Regional Center Partnership,
the borough recently partnered with the Bloustein School to develop a regenerative urban design plan for a portion of the borough’s waterfront. Improvements in 2012 to Raritan’s Nevius Street Bridge (photo above) and the borough’s first annual Riverfest and Rubber Duck
Race (photo right) in September, both sponsored by the Economic Development Committee, served as a catalyst for
positive riverfront action.
Admission to the film is free of charge and residents and friends of the Raritan Borough region are invited to attend.
Interested attendees are encouraged to e-mail their RSVP to Don Christensen, dfcjunior@aol.com.
Lyman Street bridge across the Raritan River

BACKGROUND
The Somerset County Regional Center is the strategic center of the
county, consisting of 14.2 square miles encompassing Raritan Borough,
Somerville Borough, and a portion of Bridgewater Township. The center is
bisected by U.S. Route 206, U.S. Route 202, U.S. Route 22, NJ State
Route 28, and I-287, with public transit options and serves as the focal
point of county government and the regional economy.

(continued on page four)
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FILM PREMIER (continued from page three)
The Regional Center designation:
•
encourages achievement of policy objectives in critical areas of growth
•
enables development and redevelopment by providing priority funding for land use studies, the reclaiming
of brownfields, and a broad range of planning and implementation initiatives
•
makes available priority funding for economic and community programs that provide for assistance with
redevelopment in existing downtown business districts, new infill development opportunities, and residential and
non-residential development along major highway and mass transit corridors
•
will foster establishment of more effective mass transportation linkages and will provide priority funding for key
intersection and corridor improvements and improved pedestrian accessibility
•
makes available support and funding for linear open space concepts, for the planning and design of new and
existing active recreation facilities, for passive open space acquisitions, and for new and existing historic
preservation and revitalization programs.
The role of the Raritan Borough EDC is to identify opportunities and foster a healthy business environment for the
betterment of the people who live and work in Raritan Borough. Its vision is to create a robust, sustainable, and
diversified economy for the borough, revitalizing the community as an exciting place to work, live, shop or visit.
For more information, please contact Rich Reitman, 908-526-1390 or 908-400-6061.

THANKS TO THOSE WHO DONATED TO OUR ANNUAL APPEAL
William Ainsley
Nancy and John Allen
Phyllis Baier
Linda and Robert Barth
Dr. Helen Brudner
Mary and Joseph Chyb
Marianne Hageman Denooyer
Loraine and Fred Frintrup
Elyce and Paul Jennings

Barbara and Martin Jessen
Carol Kadi
Edward and Kathleen Jost-Keating
Susan and Tom Keating
Wendy Kennedy
Robert Kochek
Maria and Francis Lutz
Carol Natarelli
Portia and Elwin Orton

Charles and Mary Ann Paul
Donald J. Peck
George Pirocchi
Olive Waler and Daniel Rosenfield
Linda and Steve Russell
Ann and Abe Suydam
Barbara and Peter Westergaard
Historic Morven
1st Presbyterian Church
of Woodbridge

Your generosity provided the RMHA with an additional $2200 to begin the new year.

RUTGERS ORAL HISTORY ARCHIVES
On Sunday, September 16, 2012 at the Luncheon/Lecture, the Alliance was pleased to present oral
history artist and author Frank McGinley and his book, Let Us Never Forget. Among the special guests
attending was Shaun R. Illingworth, Director of the Rutgers Oral History Archives.
The Rutgers Oral History Archives had its beginning in 1994, when Rutgers alumni/alumnae who had
lived through World War II began telling their stories to a team of interviewers. Since then, more than
900 interviews have been conducted, and the scope has been expanded to include other wars as well as
the social and cultural impact on our nation.
Memorabilia such as letters that detail thoughts, feelings, and experiences while in service,
documents, souvenirs, and other period items are sought and archived here. If you have questions about
the applicability of your materials, please contact university archivist, Tom Frusciano at 732-932-7006
ext. 368.
Archives are housed in the Alexander Library’s Special Collections and University Archives,
an RMHA site. For more information, telephone ROHA at 732-932-8190 or go to
http://oralhistory.rutgers.edu where more than 500 transcripts have been posted.
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George Washington Luncheon (continued from page one)
elegant estate of investment banker Clarence Dillon and his wife Anne. When the Dillons divested much of
their land holdings in 1935, they sold 530 acres along both sides of the Black River to family friends—
investment banker Frederick Strong Moseley Jr. and his wife, Jane Hamilton Brady. It was the Moseleys who
first called the property Fiddler’s Elbow, adopting the name from a nearby hamlet, at a spot where the Lamington River makes a bend resembling the arm of a man playing a fiddle.
The sporting lifestyle had been treasured long before golf emerged as the grand estate’s most alluring
pastime. An avid sportsman and World War II Bronze Star recipient for heroism, Frederick Moseley hosted
many elaborate fox chases on his estate, complete with foot bassets, foxhounds, and horses. The manor house,
along with a two-story addition built in 1968, is now the Fiddler’s Elbow Clubhouse. For some 25 years, the
Moseleys were known for their sporting activities. After Jane Moseley died from injuries sustained in a fire,
the property was sold and converted into a dairy farm.
In 1964, Raymond J. Donovan and Ronald A. Schiavone obtained the acreage and transformed it into
Fiddler’s Elbow Country Club. It opened the following year with its original 27 holes of golf designed by Hal
Purdy.
By July 1994, Fiddler’s Elbow had 54 holes of golf, making it the largest golf facility in the state. Over the
years, the club’s relationship with nature has become increasingly important, as members work to preserve this
beautiful Garden State countryside. Club management is dedicated to maintaining a delicate balance between
protecting the diverse landscape and premium golfing. As a result, in June 1995, Audubon International
recognized Fiddler’s Elbow as an Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary—the first New Jersey golf club to be fully
certified. Sponsored by the Audubon Society of New York State, in cooperation with the United States Golf
Association, the sanctuary program promotes ecologically sustainable land management practices and the
conservation of natural resources on participating golf course properties.

MEET OUR MEMBERS
In this issue, we spotlight the Ukrainian Historical
and Educational Center of New Jersey. This church
center, established in 1952 at the corner of Easton and
Davidson avenues, near the boundary of South Bound
Brook and Franklin, serves as the headquarters of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United States
of America. The St. Andrew Memorial Church is
Byzantine in architectural style. Its interior use of
arches, columns, classical, and traditional Ukrainian
motifs reflects the mystery, beauty, and splendor of the
Eastern Orthodox spirituality. The Patriarch Mstyslav
Ukrainian Heritage Museum was founded in 1966 as
the Museum of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the
USA with the donation of the personal collections of
Patriarch Mstyslav and Konstantyn and Olena
Moshchenko. Since then, the collection has expanded
greatly and now consists of over 15,000 items. In its early days, the collection was housed in the basement of
St. Andrew Memorial Church, but this damp and flood-prone location was not appropriate for items of such
importance. In the late 1980s, an initiative was undertaken to construct a new museum building, and today the
modern 30,000-square-foot facility is nearly three-quarters complete. Although our new museum building is
still under construction and our collections are in storage, you can still view artifacts online and learn about
Ukraine and Ukrainian-Americans in our ever-expanding virtual galleries. 732-356-0090; www.uocofusa.org
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CALENDAR OF CENTRAL JERSEY EVENTS
Friday, January 11 - 6:30-8:00 pm. at the Gruss Visual Arts Center, The Lawrence School. Opening reception for
“Home on the Canal: Bridge and Lock Tenders’ Houses on the Delaware & Raritan Canal,” an exhibition of photographs,
sponsored by the D&R Canal State Park and the D&R Canal Watch and hosted by The Lawrenceville School. The exhibition will be on view from January 11 to February 25. Gallery hours: 9-12, 1–4, Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri; 9-12, Wed and Sat.
Sundays through mid-March, 1-4 pm. Cranbury Museum, 4 Park Place East, Cranbury. A large Victorian dollhouse,
dolls, toys and children's books from the collections of five Cranbury Historical & Preservation Society members is on
display through mid-March. To arrange for a group tour of the museum, please call 609-409-1289.
Sunday, January 13 – 10 am. Walk the D&R Canal from Griggstown to East Millstone (5.6 miles). Meet at the parking
lot in East Millstone, at the bridgetender’s house. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or barths@att.net. This
walk will take us through one of the most rural sections of the park. We will also visit the newly restored East Millstone
bridgetender's house. East Millstone has a canal basin; a support for the king post bridge is still visible downstream of the
present bridge. Nearby in the Millstone River is a pier for the Somerset and Mercer Railroad. We will pass the North
Brunswick Water Treatment Plant, which uses water from the canal to serve its customers, and the Mule Tenders Barracks
Museum in Griggstown.
Tuesday, January 15 - Van Harlingen Historical Society hosts preservation consultant Kathleen Galop, who will discuss
Jacqueline Kennedy's Historic Preservation Legacy on Tuesday, January 15th at 7:00 p.m. at Mary Jacobs Library, 64
Washington Street, Rocky Hill, N.J. Pre-registration is required by calling 609-924-7073 or visit http://somerset.lib.nj.us/
maryjacobs.htm.
Sunday, January 27 – Two-Canal Walk. 2 pm. In connection with the Lambertville-New Hope Winter Festival, we will
explore the canals on both sides of the Delaware River. Meet at the caboose behind the Lambertville Station restaurant in
Lambertville. We will walk to the locks on the D&R Feeder. Then we will cross the river and Susan Taylor will lead us
along the Delaware Canal in New Hope.
Sunday, February 3 – 10 am. Walk the D&R Canal from Griggstown to Kingston (5.0 miles), do a shorter walk, ending
at Rocky Hill (3.1 miles). Meet at the Kingston lock parking lot. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or
barths@att.net. This walk is cosponsored by the Montgomery Friends of Open Space.
Thursday, February 14th - “Explosion at Morgan: The World War I Middlesex Munitions Disaster” by Randall
Gabrielan, executive director of the Monmouth County Historical Commission and that county's historian. He has written
many Arcadia books and has spoken widely on a variety of topics. Among his many publications are books about
Red Bank, Fair Haven, Sandy Hook, Rumson, New York City’s Financial District, Times Square and 42nd Street,
Hoboken, Jersey City, Middletown, Tinton Falls, and Shrewsbury. Randy and his wife and their golden retriever Roland
live about twelve miles from the explosion site. His new book will be available for purchase at this meeting. 7:00 p.m.
Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872. jason.slesinski@gmail.com; 908-705-6595.
Saturday, February 23 - Light rail trip, Bordentown to Trenton. Join Barbara Ross for a whirlwind tour by light rail
into the 19th century. Meet at the Bordentown RiverLINE light rail station at 9:15 am sharp (turn left into parking lot at
100 W. Park Avenue at Prince Street, above the boat landing), purchase tickets, and be treated to a brief introduction before boarding the train for Trenton. The train will follow the path of the D&R Canal from Crosswicks Creek to Trenton.
See the abandoned canal, Watson's Creek and the Hamilton-Trenton-Bordentown Marsh. In the City of Trenton, where
Route 129 is on the former route of the canal, remnants of the industrial and commercial buildings that lined the canal can
be observed and compared with earlier photos. Participants will get an overview of places that are difficult to see any other
way, but anyone expecting a leisurely guided tour will be disappointed. Two-hour tickets are $1.50 ($.70 for seniors).
Please bring exact change. Pre-registration is strongly advised; call 609-924-2683 after February 5th. This D&R Canal
Watch program is co-sponsored by the Friends for the Marsh and the D&R Greenway Land Trust.
Thursday, March 14 - “The Delaware and Raritan Canal” by Linda Barth. Did you know that for more than 170 years,
the Delaware and Raritan Canal has crossed the narrow waist of New Jersey? Did you know that the D&R was one of our
nation’s most successful towpath canals, carrying more tonnage in 1866 than the more famous Erie Canal? Author Linda
Barth will introduce you to the people, the bridges, the locks, and the aqueducts that made the canal work. A retired
teacher, she has written two books on the D&R Canal for Arcadia Publishing, the picture book, Bridgetender’s Boy, and
Hidden New Jersey. Books will be available for purchase at this meeting. 7:00 p.m. Sayreville Senior Center, 423 Main
Street, Sayreville, NJ 08872. jason.slesinski@gmail.com; 908-705-6595.
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Maria Ausherman of Stuyvesant, New York, contacted the editor to ask if we would be interested in her memories of living in
the Reformed Church parsonage in South Branch, along the Raritan River. We are happy to share this story with our readers.

Favorite Landmarks and the Buildings That Have Shaped My Life, by Maria Ausherman
“We shape our buildings; thereafter, our buildings shape us.” - Winston Churchill
“Architecture has no spectators, only participants.” - James Marston Fitch

South Branch Parsonage along River Road in South Branch, New Jersey
Conceived at the New Brunswick Seminary, the oldest landmark in New Jersey, I must admit I have been
a historic preservationist from the very beginning, but my awareness of the value of historic buildings was
gradual. Being the daughter of a Dutch Reformed minister meant living in the oldest buildings the
community had to offer. Although my birth place was Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, I would not
understand the implications of living there until I was old enough to visit to my father’s work place next to
Riverside Church.
Following my father’s ministry, our young family had the opportunity to spend time in some wonderful
buildings -- from Marble Collegiate Church in midtown Manhattan to the St. Thomas Dutch Reformed Church
in the United States Virgin Islands. But our very first family home was in South Branch, New Jersey, where my
father was rooted to one small congregation. Rather than travelling to various churches in the vicinity on
Sunday mornings to make ends meet, being the Dutch Reformed minister in the small rural village of South
Branch meant living in a splendid Colonial Revival parsonage a block away from the church along River Road.
Even as a child not old enough to attend school, I would never forget our move there. It was a gloomy winter
evening when we arrived with our cardboard boxes and barrels. My first impression of the house, the statuesque
columns of the two-story porch, contrasted with the buildings we had left behind in the Virgin Islands.
Although it was cold and dark, and snow covered the ground, I was enchanted by the grandeur of the white
building because it made me feel privileged. I knew that my father’s work was important enough for us to have
this wonderful place to inhabit and maintain.
The house was larger than our family really needed, so we did not use all of its rooms. My sister and
I shared a bedroom upstairs, my parents had their bedroom, and so one bedroom remained a vacant guest room
where we could play sometimes if we wanted a different setting. The attic had a few stored items including a
periodic bat that only my mother was brave enough to get rid of. Downstairs, we had two living rooms—the
one closest to the front road was for the annual Christmas tree and piano where I had lessons and practiced
regularly; the other for sitting around. My father’s study was at the bottom of the staircase. My mother prepared
meals in the large kitchen where the back door led to a spacious yard, play house, and barn, and she made sure
we had our meals in the adjacent dining room. The basement downstairs was rarely used, except for my sister
when she played the drums.
It was in this house that I learned the value of having a large presence. We always knew that the Colonial
Revival home was not ours to keep, so we never altered its structure so that the previous owner would mourn
that it was no longer recognizable. We kept things the way they were, and when something broke, it was
replaced as much as possible.
This house helped us endure family tragedies that anywhere else would have been unbearable. In my mind,
my mother’s premature death in the early sixties coincided with President Kennedy’s assassination, and
although I knew nothing about architectural styles as an elementary school child, I reminded myself that our
house was a kind of White House, and that my grief was not isolated but shared among members of the church
community. Being in public, at least once a week at the end of my father’s church service, I made sure that
people knew we were still a family, and that we had a dignified place to call our home.
Church services were not my favorite pastime, but reading was, and I was glad whenever my father read
from the Bible and then explained what it meant to him. I’m sure others had their own opinions and points of
view, and it would have been nice if they could have spoken, too, but that was not the way to conduct
services at that time, and so my father lectured each week to a silent audience. But a large room was annexed to
the church building so that there was enough room for children and adults to attend Sunday School,
evening classes, and summer Bible camp—and realize that architecture, even of religious institutions,
requires reading and discussion as well as attendance.
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