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RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE ANNUAL MEETING
The annual meeting of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance will be held on Thursday, April 18, 2013,
from 1:00 to 3:00 at the Cornelius Low House, 1225 River Road, Piscataway, N.J. 08854 (732-745-4489;
732-745-4177). The cost of the meeting is $12 per person and includes a box lunch.
Four days before our meeting, the Low House will open its new exhibit about the WPA and other agencies
that provided jobs for Americans during the Great Depression. You are invited to tour the exhibit after lunch.
To register, please mail your $12.00 check, payable to RHMA and marked “Annual Meeting,” to
Mrs. Elyce Jennings, 851 River Road, Piscataway, NJ 08854-5550. All checks must be received by April 15.
You may also call Mrs. Jennings to reserve at 732-463-0767. RMHA
members will receive an invitation and a response card in the mail. In you
have questions about the event, please call Carol Natarelli at 732-463-8736.
The Cornelius Low House is a restored manor home built in 1741 on a
bluff overlooking the colonial river port village of Raritan Landing. The
house was bought by Middlesex County from the estate of Stephen Strong in
1979 and is operated as a county museum showcasing changing, historybased themes. Recent exhibits have focused on the Negro Baseball League,
the Middlesex County clay and tile industries, New Jersey in the Civil War,
and New Jersey medical and health history.
Cornelius Low Jr., builder of the house, was the son of a wealthy New
York merchant family of Dutch ancestry. In 1729 he moved to Raritan Landing with his wife Johanna
Gouverneur of Newark and became an active trader in this port settlement. He moved to this new house “on
the mountain” in 1741 to escape the occasional flooding of the lower land at the river and raised five children
here. The family divided on the American Revolution, but the British kept the house intact during their
occupation of New Brunswick and Raritan Landing in 1776–77.
Low died in 1777. The house remained in family hands
through the Revolution and was occupied by Catherine Low,
a widowed daughter-in-law. It was sold to John Pool in 1793.
Later owners included George W. Metlar, Anna Voorhees, and
Stephen Strong.
The house is built of stone in the Georgian architectural
style, distinct from the design followed by many Dutch
families in the Raritan and Millstone valleys. The large stones
on the front came from the Chimney Rock quarry in the nearby
Watchungs. It retains many of its original elements, including
Delft fireplace tiles imported by Low from Holland.

The next scheduled meeting of the
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
will be held on Thursday, May 16 at 1:30 pm at
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 505 Main Street,
Spotswood, NJ. 08884
All representatives from all Alliance sites are
encouraged to attend.
From the NJ Turnpike: Take exit 9 and follow the
signs to Route 18 South to the Spotswood exit.
Turn left onto Summerhill Road. At the end of
Summerhill Road, turn right onto Main Street. St.
Peter’s is just before the next light on the left side
immediately after the fire house.
From the South: Take the Garden State Parkway
to exit 105 to Route 18 North. Exit at the Spotswood exit. At the bottom of ramp, turn right. At
the light, turn right on to Main Street. Go through
2 more lights. St. Peter’s is just before the next
light on the left side immediately after the fire
house.
To be excused, please call Susan Keating at
732-605-0151 (home) or 732-857-7500 (cell).

IN THIS ISSUE:
Honoring the Henry and Francis, p. 3-4
Calendar of Events, p. 5-6
Nominations, p. 6
Meet Our Members, p. 7
Metlar-Bodine Dinner Auction, p. 7

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link, the newsletter of the
Raritan–Millstone Heritage Alliance, is a quarterly publication.
News of upcoming events for possible inclusion in the next
issue must be mailed to the editor no later than July 15, 2013.
Please send all items to: Ann Suydam, Associate Editor, 54
Skillman Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873; 732-846-7448.
Please send photos (in .jpeg or .tiff) to Linda Barth, 908722-7428; barths@att.net. Material submitted electronically
should be in WORD format. Photographs will be scanned
and returned.
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REMARKS DELIVERED AT CALEDONIA PARK IN PERTH AMBOY FOR THE
DEDICATION OF A PLAQUE HONORING THE HENRY AND FRANCIS
by Donald Johnstone Peck
On October 27, 2012 Donald Peck spoke at the ceremony dedicating a plaque honoring the ship Henry and
Francis in Caledonia Park, Perth Amboy. It was sponsored by MoPA (the Museums of Perth Amboy).

We are gathered here today to pay tribute to more than 200 valiant men and women who braved their lives
to seek religious freedom. We meet here at the former capital of East Jersey and the first successful Scottish
colony in the New World. And we recognize the Scottish emigrants who endured a voyage on the ship the
Henry and Francis arriving in Perth Amboy in December 1685. This was a voyage accompanied by sorrow,
sickness and death, but which brought with it a strain of strong Scottish blood to mingle with that of other
exiles and help make this country what it has since become.
Perth Amboy was a definite settlement when the Henry and Francis arrived in 1685. It had been selected as
the site for a town as early as 1669 by reserving “Ambo Point” from the charter grant given to Woodbridge.
This year we are celebrating the 329th anniversary of the City of Perth Amboy. By 1683 building operations
had begun in a serious way in Perth Amboy, and by 1684 the proprietors of East Jersey had provided for the
establishment of courts and for a deputy governor to reside here. Such was the posture of affairs when Sir
George Scott, the designer of the voyage of the Henry and Francis, weary of the continual religious
persecution of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, concluded that, if permitted, he would immigrate to New
Jersey and there begin anew.
After Oliver Cromwell and England’s Civil War, the English monarchy was restored in 1660 with King
Charles II of England, who was also King of Scotland. In Scotland, Presbyterianism was thereafter made
a serious crime in the eyes of the crown to be dealt with in a most serious manner. The Highland Watch, as it
was called, was let loose upon the Scottish countryside.
Presbyterians were heavily fined or cast into prisons, banished, and often sold as slaves. Multitudes of them
were shot in cold blood or otherwise butchered. During the 28 years of this reign of terror, some 18,000 people
were banished, imprisoned or put to death.
Sir George Scott was one upon whom the hand of persecution had been laid with unusual severity. The
Roman Catholic King, James II, was in great need of money. Sir George’s father, Sir John Scott, had had his
wealth impoverished by heavy and repeated fines because of his religion. But his son, Sir George Scott, for not
recanting his Presbyterian religion, found himself for a time in the notorious Bass Prison.
The English Catholic authorities’ treatment of Sir George and thousands of others who were persecuted for
their religion was not very different from how the British were to later treat captured American patriots here
who had taken an oath of allegiance to the newly formed United States of America. Instead of dungeons like the
notorious Bass Prison, the British in America employed
prison ships. The Jersey, an old British man-of-war,
held more than 1,000 men at a time below decks. Here
these political prisoners were barely fed—on spoiled
provisions—and quickly became “walking
skeletons,” dressed in rags and covered from head to
toe with filth and lice. Also racked by fever, typhus and
dysentery, many died in their own bloody excrement
and were buried, a dozen at a time, in shallow graves
around Brooklyn’s Wallabout Bay.
Most likely it was at the time of his imprisonment
that Sir George Scott concluded nothing was to be
gained by defiance of unjust laws, and that his best
solution was to emigrate. This task he seems to have set
about performing in a rather businesslike way. First he
arranged with the Scots Proprietors of East Jersey for a
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land grant. Then he spent some months in compiling for printing and general circulation a book—in one sense
an advertisement entitled, “The Model of the Government of the Province of East New Jersey in America” —
later called “Scott’s Model.” It was used to attract the hundreds of Scottish settlers who would come to Perth
Amboy and establish the first Scottish colony in North America.
Securing permission to sail to the New World, Scott paid for the chartering of the Henry and Francis of
New Castle, Scotland. It was a ship of 350 tons and 20 great guns. It would take all of the passengers and
goods possible and set sail for America. Such a ship would have been between 110 and 130 feet long with
scant room for 200 passengers, crew, stores and 20 great guns.
The vast majority of the passengers were the religiously incarcerated from jails in Edinburgh, Cannongate,
and Leith, Scotland. A week after these prisoners came on board, the Henry and Francis set sail on September
5, 1685 for America. The dungeon, lack of food, cold and suffering had done their work. Many were sick
when they came on board. Jail fever—typhus, no doubt—began to rage in the ship. To add to this misery, the
food was bad, causing ptomaine poisoning.
It was usual to cast over the side three or four dead bodies in one day; nearly 70 died at sea, including Sir
George and his wife, Lady Margaret. This amazing story has always intrigued me since I learned, through my
paternal grandmother, that I descend directly from Sir George Scott.
The Scotts had a daughter named Eupham Scott, who came with them on this voyage. She survived the
voyage and was in love with another one of my ancestors, Dr. John Johnstone, after whom Johnstone Street in
Perth Amboy is named. He was a scion of the noble House of Annandale and a member of the established
Church of England. He came to America to be with his beloved Eupham. Together on the crossing to Perth
Amboy, they attended to the sick and dying. But Eupham must have kept John guessing, as they did not marry
until 1686, after nearly a year in Perth Amboy.
In December, after nearly 100 days on the ocean, the Henry and Francis at last limped into the safe harbor
on the western shore of the Raritan Bay at Perth Amboy. Their voyage was over. Though what we do here
today is little in comparison, we can be sure that when they landed in America and found themselves
confronted with a condition and not a theory, they saw a land of opportunity awaiting them. The surviving
passengers dispersed in various directions, establishing themselves throughout Middlesex and Monmouth
counties under a free and enlightened government.
As for Eupham Scott and Dr. John Johnstone, they produced a host of descendants. Dr. Johnstone became
the first physician of Middlesex County; as a Proprietor of East Jersey, he gave land to establish the first
Presbyterian Church in America, called Old Scots, in Monmouth County. He also served on the King’s
Council and while still practicing medicine, he served as mayor of the City of New York from 1714-1722. He
died in 1732. His wife lived long enough to have known New Jersey’s last Royal Governor, William Franklin.
She died in 1764. These Johnstones and their succeeding generations were closely identified with Perth
Amboy and members of historic St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.
All together, there were four settlement voyages departing from Scotland for Perth Amboy. The Henry and
Francis was the last. Perhaps a total of some 700 Scots emigrated to East Jersey. Scottish emigration continued
in lesser numbers into the late 1680s.
After the brief reign of King James II, formerly the Duke of York, the Scottish enterprise faltered. As King
James’s subjects objected to his conversion to Roman Catholicism, the deposed king fled to France, taking
with him James Drummond, the Earl of Perth, after whom Perth Amboy is named.
After the arrival of the Henry and Francis in 1685, Perth Amboy continued to be our family’s home for
eight more generations. I am the ninth generation. Our family has been part of Perth Amboy’s distinguished
and unique past as well as its vibrant and new present. So you will understand that it is very meaningful for
me, personally, be have been here with you today.
With this cairn we not only honor the memory of the valiant passengers of the Henry and Francis, but also
we are reminding all who read the words on the plaque of the many other exiles who, because of religious or
political persecution, were driven from their homelands to the United States of America. As Americans, of
every nationality, we all bear a responsibility to withstand intolerance of any kind, and to persevere, no matter
what the cost, in seeking for ourselves and for our children’s children, a better and nobler way of life. It is right
and fitting that we remember these first Scottish settlers and the heroic example they have given us to follow.
4

CALENDAR OF CENTRAL JERSEY EVENTS
Through December 2013 - We ♥ Princeton: Stories from the Street, an interactive look at what the names
of Princeton’s streets reveal about the people, places, and events that make up its history. Bainbridge House,
158 Nassau Street, Princeton. Hours: Wednesday through Sunday, 12-4 pm; admission is $4, free for HSP
members. This event is included as a part of Princeton ArtWalk, a series that highlights the rich array of
visual arts resources available in downtown Princeton. www.facebook.com/princetonartwalk
Sunday, March 10 – Jacobus Vanderveer House Hosts Noted Women’s History Speaker -- The Friends
of the Jacobus Vanderveer House invite the public to celebrate National Women’s History Month with “A
Celebration of Women’s History” at 2:00 p.m. at the Jacobus Vanderveer House and Museum, Route 22,
Bedminster. Marylu Korkuch, Vice President and Federal Affairs Director for The Chubb Corporation, will
speak about the milestones of the women’s movement, including suffrage and the women who pioneered
change in Congress. Korkuch has worked at Chubb for 38 years in various areas of the corporation including
Communications, Public Relations, and Commercial Insurance, before moving into her current role in Washington, D.C. in 1998.
The Jacobus Vanderveer House will be open from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. on March 10 for visitors to tour
the house before and after the presentation, which lasts for about 30 minutes. The house served as headquarters for General Henry Knox during the winter of 1778-79 and is the only known building still standing that
was associated with the Pluckemin Artillery Cantonment, believed to be the first installation in America to
train officers in engineering and artillery. The house interprets Dutch colonial life in America as well as the
stay by General Knox and his family during the 1778-79 encampment.
Sunday, March 17 – 2:00 pm - The Hunterdon County Historical Society annual spring meeting at Flemington Presbyterian Church, 10 East Main Street. Life-long railroad buff Louis Judice of Hampton speaks on
Railroading in Hunterdon. The public is invited. Refreshments served. Admission is free. Call 908.782.1091
or email hunterdonhistory@embarqmail.com with questions.
Monday, April 1 – New Jersey Studies Academic Alliance program -- 3:00 pm business meeting will be
followed at 4:15 pm by Gary Saretzky’s “Secure the Shadow: New Jersey’s Civil War Photographers.”
Parking permits for this event can be mailed or emailed in advance. Pane Room on the first floor of the Alexander Library, 169 College Avenue, New Brunswick. Bonita Craft Grant, New Jersey Bibliographer, Rutgers
Special Collections & University Archives, 169 College Avenue, New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901-1163;
Phone: 848-932-6148; Email: craftg@rulmail.rutgers.edu
Saturday, April 13 - Breakfast with Phillip Van Horne - Battle of Bound Brook, 8:30 am - 10:00 am. In
the predawn darkness of April 13th, 1777, British General Cornwallis led a four-pronged attack on the
American garrison at Bound Brook and the Van Horne House. General Benjamin Lincoln, whose headquarters was at the Van Horne house, barely escaped capture by fleeing into the hills. After the battle, General
Cornwallis was served breakfast at the Van Horne House by Philip Van Horne who was known far and wide
as a gracious host.
Start your commemoration of the Battle of Bound Brook at the Van Horne House and learn more about
the historical event. The battle reenactment and ceremony will commence at the Old Presbyterian Graveyard
in Bound Brook at 10:30 am. The cost of the breakfast is $5 per person with advanced payment, and $10 with
payment at the door. Reservations are required. Call 732-356-8856 for reservations, or sign up online at
www.heritagetrail.org.
Saturday, April 13 & Sunday, April 14 -- Battle of Bound Brook Living History Weekend at the Abraham Staats House to commemorate the battle. Join us for an exciting and historic weekend! The two-day
program explores the American Revolutionary War during the timeframe of the Battle of Bound Brook and
the American army’s use of Middlebrook in the years 1777–1779. Learn about and experience this important
period in New Jersey’s and America’s history. Weekend activities include: marching, drilling and street battle
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reenactments in Bound Brook and South Bound Brook, featuring American and British units portraying the soldiers of the American Revolution.
18th-century soldiers’ encampment on the grounds of the Abraham Staats House, 17 von Steuben Lane,
South Bound Brook 08880. Come walk through camp and see what life was like for American and British
troops. Tour the Abraham Staats House, with the original structure c. 1740. It was home to the Staats family for
nearly 200 years and served as the headquarters for George Washington’s drillmaster Baron von
Steuben. Presentations, exhibits, period music, special activities focused on the Colonial era. Visit
www.staatshouse.org for upcoming event schedules, information, and updates.
Sunday, April 21 -- Narrated Bus Tour of the Delaware and Raritan Canal in Somerset County -- Join
Linda and Bob Barth, D&R Canal enthusiasts, on a tour of one of Somerset County’s historic treasures. You’ll
visit locks, bridges, and other structures along the canal and learn how the canal was built by local workers and
immigrants. The tour will visit some of the picturesque villages that grew up alongside the canal, and you will
learn about the many industries that developed along its route. This is a perfect outing and a unique educational
experience for the entire family. The cost is $20 for adults and $10 for children 14 or under. Reservations are
required. Call 732-356-8856 for reservations or sign up online at www.heritagetrail.org.
Saturday, April 27, 9:30 am-1:00 pm -- Preserving the Past for the Future! What's in it for You?
Preserving a historic structure can have a direct economic benefit on a neighborhood by increasing property
values, as well as by encouraging the renovation, rehabilitation, and adaptive reuse of other structures in the
area. It can also have wider impacts on the entire community by stabilizing and improving economic vitality;
educating the public about local history, culture, and architecture; and fostering a sense of civic pride.
The purpose of this open, public symposium is to bring together individuals from throughout New Jersey
who have responsibility for planning, zoning, and historic preservation, or who have an interest in preserving
and promoting our rich historic resources - and you’re invited!
Participants we will have the opportunity to hear from a number of well-known preservation professionals
on issues related to state and local regulations, economic benefits, and available funding. Also on the agenda
will be a specific example of a local preservation organization that was able to overcome a number of obstacles
to achieve success.
The cost of the symposium is $10 with payment at the door or $5 with advanced payment, which can be
made by mail or by credit card payment with an online reservation. Make checks payable to Heritage Trail
Association and mail to Heritage Trail, 941 East Main St., Bridgewater, NJ 08807. Call 732-356-8856 for reservations, or sign up online at www.heritagetrail.org. Presented jointly by the Heritage Trail Association, Preservation New Jersey, and the Somerset County Cultural & Heritage Commission.
Saturday, April 27 -- Springtime Tea - Join the Meadows Foundation at the Van Liew-Suydam House for tea,
finger sandwiches, croissants, and desserts from 2-4 pm. Stacy Roth, will compare Colonial and Victorian tea
practices. Stacy is a popular interpreter, educator, and historian who has performed extensively in the Delaware
Valley. $30 per person. Send your check, payable to the Meadows Foundation, to 1289 Easton Avenue, Somerset, NJ 08873. This fundraiser will help to maintain this fine property. Van Liew-Suydam House, 280 South
Middlebush Road, Somerset.

MEMBERS NOMINATED FOR RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE BOARD
Dr. Paul Jennings will present the following slate at the annual meeting on Thursday, April 18 for the
Class of 2016: Linda Barth, Helen Brudner, George Dawson, Susan Goldey, Susan Keating, Marilyn Rautio,
and Ann Suydam.
Dr. Jennings thanks the members of the nominating committee: Marilyn Rautio, George Dawson, Jan ten
Broeke, and Connie O’Grady.
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MEET OUR MEMBERS
In this issue we spotlight the Historic Dey Farm in Monroe. In the late 17th century, Scottish farmers first
settled Monroe Township, finding land along and near the Millstone River and Manalapan Brook, planting
crops, and harvesting their yield. Nearly 300 years after settlement, Monroe still pays homage to its farming
roots at the official township museum—the 40-acre Historic Dey Farm. Located on Federal Road, between
Applegarth and Perrineville roads, the site includes the Dey Farmhouse, the England House, two historic barns,
a potting shed, and acres of open fields.
The historic farm is not only a symbol of the township’s dedication to its farming roots; it also serves as a
reminder of its ranking as having the most farmland in Middlesex County. The Middlesex County Freeholders
gave a $1 million grant to the township for improvements to the Dey Farm; these will include renovations to the
barn and house, construction of a parking lot, and much more. The work will be done in an effort to make the
historic site more accessible to schools and groups from throughout the Middlesex County to visit the farm.
In the coming years, the site will be transformed into a working historic farm, so visitors will be able to see
firsthand how farm work was done in the past. The historic commission already displays historic farm
equipment in one of the barns.
You can visit the Historic Dey Farm at 401 Federal Road, Monroe, NJ; www.monroetwp.com. Hours:
st
1 Sunday, April-October, 1-4. For tours, please call 732-521-4400. Admission is free.

The Metlar-Bodine House Museum Hosts Its 22nd Annual Benefit Dinner Auction
On April 27, 2013, The Fellowship for Metlar House hosts its 22nd Annual Dinner Auction to benefit
the Metlar-Bodine House Museum. This annual event is one of the group’s major fund raising activities and
and again will be held at The Radisson Hotel, 21 Kingsbridge Road, Piscataway. Tickets are $90 per person
and must be reserved by April 13th.
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. for an hour-long auction preview accompanied by hors d’oeuvres. An open bar
is offered throughout the event. The fast-paced evening of fun begins at 6:00 p.m., and in addition to the live
auction, includes a silent auction, raffle, and door prizes. Auctioneer Joe
Bodnar will present more than 150 intriguing items going up for bid. They
include meals at popular area restaurants, theater and movie tickets, antiques
and collectibles, gift certificates from area merchants, vacation packages, and
much more.
Updates on additional items will be posted on Facebook at:
http://www.facebook.com/MetlarBodineHouseMuseum.
In 2011, the Fellowship won a $150,000 Garden State Cultural Trust grant,
administered by the New Jersey Historic Trust to construct a new entrance;
work is scheduled to begin this spring. Piscataway Township is contributing
$100,000; now The Fellowship must raise $150,000 to complete this important project and finally reopen the
doors of this local treasure. For information and tickets, call the museum at 732-463-8363.
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