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HERITAGE ALLIANCE ANNOUNCES SPRING BOARD MEETING

DlRCK GULICK HOUSE/VAN

HARLINGEN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The RMHA has been invited by the
Van Harlingen Historic Society to hold its next board
meeting at the historic Dirck Gulick House on
Saturday, May 16, 2015 at 10 a.m. In addition to
reviewing committee reports, the Alliance directors
will elect officers for the next year (May, 2015 May, 2016). Committee assignments will also be
revisited including committee chairs and committee
members. Standing Committees are as follows: Executive (officers), Nominating, Finance and Membership. Ad Hoc committees include Electronic
Guide Book, Program (2016 George Washington's
Birthday Party and the Annual Meeting),
The Link, and Fundraising.

THE RARITAN RIVER ... CENTRAL NEW JERSEY'S FORGOTTEN
In the heart of New Jersey,
where the population and landscape are strikingly diverse,
there is one natural element
that ties together the region the Raritan River. The great
Raritan River and its tributaries,
named after the Raritans, a
tribe of the Lenni Lenape, was
first explored by Europeans in
the 1500s. It is the largest river
system in New Jersey, with
headwaters in Budd Lake at an
elevation of 940 feet. It flows
some 85 miles through the
Highlands, Piedmont and
Coastal plain provinces of north
-central New Jersey, until at
sea level it empties into Raritan
Bay at South Amboy.

Both the South Branch and the
North Branch wind through rural vistas that outsiders cannot
believe are in New Jersey, vistas that are far removed from
the industrial wasteland
through which the river struggles where it empties into Raritan Bay. The Raritan River provides drinking water, recreation
and transportation to more than
1 million residents in seven
counties. Before the start of the
fishing season, the state
stocked the Raritan River with
over than 65,000 trout.
Over one thousand square
miles of fertile valleys are
drained by the Raritan River
making it the largest basin in

New Jersey. The name Raritan
comes from the Algonquian
word La/etan, meaning "forked
river." The South Branch is
joined by the North Branch at a
place known to the Indians as
Tucca-Ramma-Hacking or the
meeting place of the waters."
The legacy of the Lenni Lenape
"Indians" in the Raritan and
Millstone River Valleys endures
today. Place names like Raritan, Assunpink, Watchung, Amboy, Metuchen and
Mattchaponix are all derived
from their language. The Millstone River's original Indian
name was Mattawang, which
meant hard to travel. (see pg 7)
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from Alliance sites
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To be excused, please call Wendy Kennedy,
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Annual Meeting Election of new trustees
April 18, 2015
Sarah Filik, Curator of Exhibits and History
Programs, East Jersey Olde Towne Village, Piscataway

The Dirck Gulick House is a rare stone
Dutch vernacular house build in 1752 by a
Dutch farmer, Dirck Gulick and his wife Geertje.
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The house contains heavy Dutch-style interior
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framing, and there is an engraved tablet inset
into the roughly coursed cut stone with the date
of construction. The house remained in the
Gulick family for over 100 years. Later owned
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sive library on local history, families, and Dutch
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State and National Registers of Historic Places.
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society's headquarters and contains an exten-

OUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:
The Link, the newsletter of the Raritan-Millstone
Heritage Alliance is a quarterly publication. News of
upcoming events for possible inclusion in the next
issue must be mailed to the editor no later than August 20. Please send all items to Don Peck, 893
Main Street, Fords, NJ 08863, clausenco@aol.com,
or to Ann Suydam, Associate Editor, 54 Skillman
Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873. Please send photos
(in .jpeg) to Don Peck. Material submitted electronically should be in WORD format. Photographs will be
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ers of the revolution, Bloomfield
was appointed in February
1776, a Captain in the Third
New Jersey Regiment of Foot
of the Continental Army by the
Provincial Congress. He was
promoted to the rank of major
on November 28, 1776 as
Cornwallis pursued Washington's retreating troops through
Woodbridge en route to the
Delaware.
Joseph Bloomfield fought in the
Battles of Trenton, Princeton,
Brandywine, and Germantown ,
and spent the freezing winter at
Valley Forge. He harried the
rear of the British troops after
they evacuated Philadelphia for
a rendezvous with the Americans at the Battle of Monmouth. The next day, resigning
self on the loosing side and fled
JOSEPH BLOOMFIELD
his commission, he marched
Fourth Governor of New Jersey to America.
home to Burlington, New Jersey and married Mary Mcll1801-1812
The son of Dr. Moses Bloom-"
field, MD, a commissioned sur- vaine.
Woodbridge Township's most
geon in the Continental Army
illustrious citizen, soldier, lawJoseph Bloomfield's political
during the American Revoluyer and governor, Joseph
service included clerk of the
tionary War, he freed his 14
Bloomfield was born October
New Jersey Assembly, Regisslaves at an historic antislavery
18, 1753, in the old Bloomfield
ter of the Court of Admiralty,
family homestead, still standing meeting held on his Woodattorney general of New Jerbridge plantation on July 4,
on Harrell Avenue in Woodsey, mayor of Burlington, chair
1783. As governor in 1804, Jobridge, New Jersey. Built in
of the newly formed Jeffersonseph Bloomfield signed the
1750, the Woodbridge Townian Democratic - Republican
Gradual Emancipation Act
ship Preservation Commission
Party of New Jersey and titular
along with many historic mark-' which reduced the slave popu- leader of the party. In 1801 he
lation of New Jersey from six
ers placed throughout the
was elected New Jersey's first
percent of the total to eighteen
township in recent years, has
Democratic - Republican Party
placed an historic marker there. individuals by 1860.
governor for four terms and
Joseph Bloomfield descended
subsequently elected to the US
Joseph Bloomfield received a
from a notable family of English
House of Representatives for
classical college preparatory
origin: His original American
two terms in 1816 and 1818.
education at Deerfield Acadpioneer ancestor and settler of
emy, studied law in Perth AmGeneral Joseph Bloomfield - A
Woodbridge in 1670, Thomas
boy with Cortlandt Skinner, the Revolutionary Life by Donald
Bloomfield was descended
king's attorney general and
Johnstone Peck was published in
from Thomas Bloomfield, a mawas admitted to the bar in No- 2014 by American History Press,
jor in Oliver Cromwell's army.
Staunton, Virginia
vember of 1774. Convinced
When Charles II was restored
with the political correctness of
www.Americanhistorypress.com.
as king, Bloomfield found himthe many protests of support-
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QUESnONS7~rr
For Local History Buffs
DID YOU KNOW THAT of New Jersey's five signers of the Declaration of Independence,
four are buried in New Jersey and one in Pennsylvania? Abraham Clark is buried in Rahway, John Hart in Hopewell Borough, Richard Stockton, at the Stoney Brook Quaker
Meeting House Burying Ground near Princeton, and John Witherspoon, in Princeton?
Francis Hopkinson is buried in Philadelphia.
DID YOU KNOW THA T Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, after whom Mercer County, New
Jersey was named, is remembered in history as a surgeon who supported Bonnie Prince
Charlie in the Jacobite uprising in which the English overwhelmed the Scots at the Battle
of Culloden in 1745?
DID YOU KNOW THA T the Borough of Spotswood's name is derived from the name
Spotteswoode, the ancestral home in Scotland of James Johnstone, proprietor of East
Jersey who in 1685 established his plantation there?
DID YOU KNOW THA T the Middlesex County Cultural & Heritage Commission "Historic
Gardens" could be accessed at www.cultureheritage.org?
DID YOU KNOW THAT the fourth largest red oak tree in New Jersey is located at Duke
Farms in Hillsborough? This red oak tree has a circumference of 15.6 feet and is estimated to be 200 years old.
DID YOU KNOW THA T the Metuchen Post Office on Main Street was placed on the New
Jersey and National registers of Historic Places? The Metuchen-Edison Historical Society
was founded in 1974 with the primary purpose of promoting an interest in and appreciation of the history of the Borough of Metuchen and of Edison Township.
DID YOU KNOW THAT Franklin Township is located in one of the most densely populated regions of the country, yet it claims over 9,000 acres of preserved land (1/3 of the
township's mass) and that this area provides key habitat for unique species of plants and
animals?
DID YOU KNOW THA T the Rutgers Oral History Archives had its beginning in 1994,
when Rutgers alumni/alumnae who had lived through World War II began telling their stories to the ears of interviewers? Since then, more than 900 interviews have been conducted, and the scope has been expanded to include other wars as well as the social and
cultural impact on our nation.
Memorabilia such as letters that detail thoughts and feelings and experiences while in
service, documents, souvenirs, and other period items are sought and archived in the
Alexander Library's Special Collections and University Archives, an RMHA site.
For more information go to http://oralhistory.rutgers.edu.

The Editor's Column
the last. The mansions of Water
Street and High Street are abundant signs of a livelier culture and
the oriental spoils brought home
by navigators, naval heroes, and
merchants. In the nineteenth century, Perth Amboy became a
popular summer resort as well as
a yachting center.

Proprietors and early Provincial
Governors whose mansions remain no more, during the American Revolution Perth Amboy was
a Loyalist center. It served as a
permanent garrison for British
troops in 1776 and 1777. Perth
Amboy's most famous citizen,
Royal Governor William Franklin,
together with his wife, Lady FrankLike the three giant English elms
lin, resided at the Proprietary
that still survive in this East Jersey House during 1774-1776. When
Capital (1683-1790), only a few of relations between the Crown and
When William Penn first saw Perth the high-style architectural building the colonies deteriorated, William
Amboy, he described it as the
examples of Middlesex County
Franklin's loyalty to Great Britain's
"garden on earth most like to para- and Perth Amboy remain. They
King George III caused a tragic rift
include the City Hall, the former
dise," and had seriously considwith his famous patriot father.
Colonial and State Capitol Building While Benjamin chose to reject his
ered putting his City of Brotherly
and the Proprietary House, built by mother country, his son chose to
Love, Philadelphia, here. Named
for James Drummond, the Earl of
the East Jersey Proprietors and
disobey his father. The elder
the only official Royal Governors
Perth, Scotland, it became the
Franklin never forgave his escapital of the first successful Scot- Palace still standing in the Thirtranged son for his disloyalty.
teen Colonies.
tish Colony in North America.
Prior to its major role in the AmeriAccording to the "Middlesex
Middlesex County is one of East
can Revolution, New Jersey
County Inventory of Historic, CulJersey's four original counties,
played a relatively minor part in
tural and Architectural Rehaving been so designated in
the decade of protest that presources" (1977-79), contributed to ceded the outbreak of war. But by
1683. Perth Amboy, intended asa
by Perth Amboy residents Jack
major urban center and county
1775, the colony-wide New Jersey
Dudas, Anton Massopust and Vv'il- Provincial Congresswithits-Com---- seat.was also.founded in 1683,
liam Pavlovsky, who identified
three hundred and twerity-five
mittee of Safety and Observation
Perth Amboy's historic and aesyears ago. Quaker Governor
had taken charge of the affairs of
Robert Barclay's original survey of thetic resources with inventory
the colony in place of the increaslists of sites, buildings and landstreets and property lots, the first
ingly isolated Royal Governor, Wilknown map of an American city
scapes from what remains of
liam Franklin. It was against this
Perth Amboy's overall cultural
drawn up in the New World, was
background that Benjamin Frankheritage, the Historic District of
formal, befitting the government
lin, during a nine-day visit in SepMarket Square contains over 100
center of East Jersey. A copy of
tember of 1775, strongly urged his
notable eighteenth and nineteenth
this map is on display at the Proson to join the rebel forces, a decicentury vernacular structures.
prietary House.
sion that William never made. The
And, while for the most part public pain of their bitter and angry conSituated on the terminal moraine
and commercial buildings in Midversation at the Proprietary House
of the last Ice Age, a wall of ice
dlesex County follow national
exemplified a war that was also a
300 feet high ended here. Both the trends. with no distinguishing recivil war, one in which fathers
Raritan River, which drains over
gional characteristics, Perth Amfought sons, neighbors fought
one thousand square miles of ferboy is a notable exception with a
neighbors, a war which split famitile valleys, and Raritan Bay were
large number of buildings delies, communities, congregations,
non-existent until the ice melted
signed to display the clay products and generated levels of hostility
back north some 20,000 years
of brick and terra cotta trim in
and brutality thbt changed lives
ago. It was this favorable situation, residential, commercial and civic
forever.
opening onto Raritan Bay, which
buildings. Nineteenth-century railfirst attracted the Scottish settlers.
As if still commanding attention,
roads and industrialization have
the long parade of East Jersey
left an enduring mark on the urThe great days of Perth Amboy's
Proprietors and Royal Governors
banized appearance of this city.
commercial seaport survive no
New construction obliterated many in Perth Amboy has ended. But
more. The waterside streets that
older buildings. New ethnic strains the Proprietary House in Amboy,
had once thronged with ships and
the monument to their rule, our
have left their imprint as well on
wharves are gone as are the faBritish and American heritage,
churches and other buildings
mous inns and taverns where fishendures as it has for centuries.
erected to serve them.
ermen and pilots gathered to tell
their flock of tales, one better than Home to the resident East Jersey
Today New Jersey, as the Crossroads of the American Revolution,
is becoming more and more recognized for its historic, cultural and
environmental importance in winning the war for independence.
Pivotal in understanding the whole
truth of this story, truth more
unlimited than one can imagine, is
the importance of the City of Perth
Amboy in both Middlesex County
and Central New Jersey.

The Millstone River originally flowed in the
opposite direction, but during the last Ice Age
its normal course was reversed, emptying
into the Raritan River a short distance below
Finderne.

"JERSEY! THEN
AGAIN!"
Monday, May 18, 2015 7:00 pm

All throughout the entire Raritan and Millstone River basin are five centuries of significant historical, educational, cultural and environmental sites which the Raritan-Millstone
Heritage Alliance promotes to preserve and

The public is welcome.
Woodbridge
Main Library (downstairs)' Come join the Historical Association of Woodbridge Township for an entertaining discussion about interesting quirky Jersey historic
people and events from the 19th_20th centuries. The speaker
is noted author and genealogist Maureen K. Wlodarczyk. An
admitted history addict, Ms Wlodarczyk is an officer with the
Flannery Clan based in Dublin, Ireland, a member of the
Irish-American Writers and Artists organization and the ge-

publicize in its GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES
IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY.

nealogical Society of NJ. The library is located at
1 Frederick Plaza and State Route 35.

SPOTLIGHT ON ONE OF THE MOST HISTORIC COMMUNITIES IN NEW JERSEY
Chartered, 30,000 acres, on June 1, 1669 by East Jersey Governor Phillip Carteret, Woodbridge has had
many historic firsts - from the first drinking of tea to being the site of the first permanent printing press in New
Jersey established by James Parker in1751.
Woodbridge was also the site of what is believed to have been the first anti-slavery meeting in the United
States, July 4, 1783. This meeting was held on the farm of Dr. Moses Bloomfield, who had been a surgeon
with the Continental Army, at which time he freed his fourteen slaves. His son, Joseph Bloomfield, born in
Woodbridge, became the fourth Governor of New Jersey (1801-02); (1803-12). The town of Bloomfield, New
Jersey is named in his honor. Their residence, Bloomfield House, still stands on Harrell Avenue.
The Old King's Highway is the present day Route 514, built in 1655 by Dutch Governor Petrus Stuyvesant as
the first road across New Jersey from Elizabeth port to the Falls of the Raritan (New Brunswick) to the Falls of
the Delaware (Trenton). It is the site of many of Woodbridge's historic sites-including: Trinity Episcopal Church
and its circa 1670 Rectory, the Jonathan Dunham House; the First Presbyterian Church (founded in 1675) and
its cemetery; the nearby Aaron Dunn House (Jost-Keating); the Barron Arts Center and the Barron Homestead; the reproduction of James Parker's Parker Press (near the Woodbridge Town Hall); the Methodist Parsonage (site of the 1713 Quaker Meeting House and 1707 Quaker burying grounds) and the Cross Keys Tavern, circa 1742, (now moved one block north to Upper James Street). It was at the Cross Keys Tavern, on
April 22, 1789, that George Washington stayed overnight enroute to New York City for his presidential inauguration and was hailed as the Father of His Country by many of the surviving Woodbridge patriots who had
struggled for independence.
Visitors to Woodbridge, New Jersey's fifth largest township, with a keen appreciation for America's Revolutionary War history, can retrace the footsteps of patriots in 29 skirmishes that occurred in the countryside in and
around historic Woodbridge. Among these many confrontations was the February 1, 1777 Battle of Spunk Hill
where Americans under General William Maxwell engaged foraging Royal Forces high on King Georges Post
Road between Woodbridge Proper and present day Fords.
The earliest name given to Fords (sometime before 1669) was "Sling Tail" (perhaps from a brook by that
name). The Inn of Samuel Ford, for whom Fords Corner and later Fords was named, stood on the corner of
King Georges Post Road and present day Ford Avenue. From the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries Fords was a
farming community, as was most of Woodbridge Township, and an important foraging area for British forces
stationed at the nearby British Colonial Capital of Perth Amboy as well as the some 35,000 British forces occupying Staten Island during the war.
High on Strawberry Hill, a prominent sighting point for travelers on the nearby New Jersey Turnpike, is the
Cutter-Prall House, built by local clay magnate Hampton Cutter in 1873. It overlooks the site of the March 8
and March 22. 1777 engagements between the Royal Forces of British General ~ir William Howeandihese·of.
American General William Maxwell. Here the ground forces that exchanged the bUllets of musketfire.~ere
part
of the 'birth pangs" of the newly declared United States of America. Strawberry Hill": itself historical, as early as
1669 was patented as a "Perpetual Sheep Common" for the inhabitants.of the west side of Papiak 'Creek (now
known as the Woodbridge River).'~~~
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The Raritan-Millstone Heri-

tage Alliance consists of committed individuals
and organizations representing sites within the
region of Raritan and Millstone systems. In an
area that has continually contributed to the
strength of the United States, we seek through
our programs to promote, protect and preserve
an understanding of our rich historical, cultural
and educational heritage as we work to be a
model for current and future generations by promoting the rich heritage of our American society.
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