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The Cranbury Inn
The Cranbury Inn
originated as a
stagecoach stop
in the mid-1700s.
The present
building comprises two of the
three original taverns that were on
this site. It is a
favorite meeting
place of the
RMHA.

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance Annual Meeting
At the Cranbury Inn April 22, 2017
WASHINGTON AT MONMOUTH
The Twenty-First Annual Meeting and luncheon of the
RMHA will be held at historic Cranbury Inn, 21 South
Main Street, Cranbury New Jersey on Saturday, April
22, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. There will be a short business
meeting for the election of Directors followed by lunch.
The keynote speaker is Dr. David Martin, President of
the Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, who will speak on
the military tactics of George Washington at the June
28, 1778 Battle of Monmouth. To reserve RSVP to Mrs.
Elyce Jennings at 732-463-0767 by April 15.
Reminiscence of the RMHA annual meeting of
2009 with Ann M. Suydam, Vice President and
Donald J. Peck, President, at the Nassau Inn
admiring an award presented to the RMHA on
November 22, 2008 by the New Jersey Historic Commission at the Annual New Jersey
History Conference for publishing the Guide
to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey.

The Friends of Monmouth Battlefield, Inc., was formed
in 1990 and is a 501 (c)(3) devoted to preserving, protecting and historically interpreting Monmouth Battlefield and historically related sites. The Friends initiated
the annual Battle of Monmouth reenactment. This historic event is the largest living history event in the
state. The next reenactment will be June 17-18, 2017.
www.friendsofmonmouth.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Saturday, May 20, 2017 at
10:00 a.m.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
VAN HORNE HOUSE
941 East Main Street
Bridgewater, NJ 09907

RARITAN-MILLSTONE
HERITAGE ALLIANCE
P.O. Box 5583 Somerset, NJ 08875-5583
www.raritanmillstone.org

An organization of individuals,
organizations, and sites working to
promote preservation and understanding of
the rich, eventful, and cultural heritage of
significant historical, educational, and cultural sites located in Central New Jersey
OFFICERS
President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller
Vice President – George B. Dawson
Secretary – Christine Retz
Treasurers– John and Karen Keithler
DIRECTORS
John F. Allen, Emeritus
Jan ten Broeke
Sarah Filik
Elyce M. Jennings
Paul B. Jennings, MD
Joanne Kaiser
Susan C. Keating
Wendy E. Kennedy
Carol C. Natarelli
Donald J. Peck
Nancy Piwowar
Albert M. Previte
Marilyn Rautio
Tyreen Reuter
Junelynn Sadlowski
Barbara Westergaard

To be excused call Don
Peck 732-738-5522 or Fred
Mueller at 908-359-3391.
Representatives from all Alliance sites are welcomed
and encouraged to attend.
YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link is
on a quarterly publication schedule. News of
major upcoming events for possible placement
in the newsletter may be mailed, emailed or
faxed to the following address. Any questions,
please contact: Donald J. Peck, Editor, The
Clausen Company, P.O. Box 140, Fords, NJ
08863 or Tel 732-738-1165, fax 732-738-1618,

The Board of Directors meets on the third or
fourth Saturday of March, May, September and
November at designated historic and museum member sites in the region.
The Executive Committee
meets in January and June

DID YOU KNOW
DID YOU KNOW THAT ….. New Jersey with 8,204 square miles and 8,
996 million people is the 11th most populated state in the USA and that it
compares in size with Wales, UK with 8,023 square miles and a population of 3,063 million people but that Wales has 600 Castles!
PLAINSBORO MUSEUM STILL CLOSED .….A file article on the Plainsboro Museum in last Winter’s LINK failed to indicate that the museum has
been closed and will not re-open possibly for another year.

Our website features our
Guide to Historic Sites in
Central New Jersey,
our newsletter, The Link,
and provides links to
various important Sites.
www.raritanmillstone.org

Middlebrook I Up Again for Celebration
By: George Dawson
George Washington’s Middlebrook I encampment—on the First Watchung Range and the valley
behind it in Bridgewater, just north of Bound Brook—is being seen this spring as having an
important role in dissuading the British and their Hessian mercenary allies from maintaining
troop garrisons in New Jersey and opening this Crossroads of the American Revolution state to
American military use. This is a theme raised by Bridgewater’s Heritage Trail Association and
the Friends of Bridgewater History in calling forth a mid-June symposium for the 240th anniversary of this 1777 Continental Army encampment and inviting scholars to submit papers on it
for presentation there. The symposium will be held on Saturday, June 17.
Middlebrook I, as an historic artifact worth knowing about, was the first of two encampments
during the American Revolution—in spring 1777 and the winter of 1778-79—and has suffered
in their comparison. Middlebrook II was described by Benson Lossing in his 1840s history and
celebrated by the Washington Campground Association in the late 1800s with the establishment
of a small park in its commemoration farther east on the First Watchung Range. The house at
which George Washington and his staff (and Martha Washington as well) stayed during the
1778-79 encampment still stands as the Wallace House State Historic Site in Somerville; the
Revolutionary War scholar Carl Prince wrote a major local history on it. The Somerset County
Cultural and Heritage Commission and the Somerset County Historical Society, Heritage Trail
Association, and other local groups sponsored a series of events, including a symposium, on its
225th anniversary in 2004.
In the early 1970s, however, a local industrial engineer of Dutch ancestry, A. A. (“Bob”) Boom
took an impassioned interest in Middlebrook I and, with the aid of a New Jersey Historical
Commission grant obtained through the Somerset County Historical Society (of which Boom
eventually became president), undertook an elaborate study. What he came up with, among
many other things, was a detailed study of Middlebrook I terrain on the First Watchung Range
west of Vosseller Avenue, which he held to show evidence of the Army’s entrenchments, walls,
hut sites and refuse pits on the slopes and ridge of the Watchung Range.
With his grant money, he hired an archaeologist, William Liesenbein, of Tucson, Arizona, to
study these findings in the field. Liesenbein tentatively supported some of Boom’s conclusions,
and (while urging much more study) wrote: “While one of the six depressions explored is
probably the result of the natural up-rooting of a tree, the other five could conceivably be the
remains of features built by the Continental Army in the summer of 1777.”
Boom was also successful in winning New Jersey Historic Preservation Office and National Park
Service support for registration of about 40 acres of this terrain as a state and national “historic
place,” receiving these designations in May and July 1975. But that was all he was able to do. He
left New Jersey in 1976 to take a new work position in Pennsylvania. The land has since been
acquired by the Somerset County Park Commission as part of Washington Valley Park, but
nothing further has been done with Boom’s research and still uncertain conclusions.
The June 17 Middlebrook I symposium will be held at the Martinsville Community Center, 1961
Washington Valley Road, Bridgewater and will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost is $25, and
reservations are required, through info@heritagetrail.org.

Edison Revolutionary War Battle Site Is Registered By George Dawson
A 298-acre tract of land north of Oak Tree Road in Edison Township has been registered as a state and
national historic place for its role as a major (although little-known) battlefield in the Revolutionary War,
bringing the American major general known as Lord Stirling to join Thomas Edison in the local history
books as a person of renown.
The battlefield —the site of the Battle of the Short Hills—pitched British commander-in-chief William
Howe and field commander Charles Cornwallis in a would-be attempt to capture the American commander George Washington, only to be fended off by Stirling’s troops.
The battle scene was studied and explored by Wade Catts and Brooke Blades of the Philadelphia historical
archaeological firm of John Milner Associates, on behalf of the Metuchen-Edison Historical Society, and
submitted to New Jersey Historic Preservation Office for state and federal registration in 2013. The registrations were granted by New Jersey and the National Park Service three years ago.
The battle occurred when Generals Howe and Cornwallis led British and Hessian troops out of New
Brunswick in late June 1777 to Staten Island, but ducked back to make a surprise move against George
Washington and the American Army cautiously moving out of the Watchungs into Piscataway to monitor
the evacuation. Cornwallis and his British and Hessian troops had occupied New Brunswick for 6½
months. This was the last time in the Revolutionary War that the main British Army was assembled to
march against the Continental Army.
Howe, earlier in the month, had led British troops out of New Brunswick into Hillsborough to confront
Washington and the Americans in their Middlebrook I encampment in the western Watchungs, but refused
to charge up the slopes apparently in view of his costly experience in Boston two years earlier in attacking
Breeds and Bunker hills. Washington, on his part, refused to come down to give battle on the open Hillsborough farmland.
The registered Edison battle site is bounded behind housing developments on Woodland Avenue along the
South Plainfield border on the west and the Lehigh Valley Railroad on the west, and between Oak Tree
road on the south up to Inman Avenue and the Union County line. The property includes the golf lands of
Plainfield Country Club, at 1591 Woodland Ave, and a large area of undeveloped municipal open space,
including the former Smith farm tract at 1729 Woodland Avenue. A small parcel at the intersection of
New Dover and Oak Tree roads, separate from the main land designation, is also part of the registered site.
American troops had monitored the British movements during the day from a perch in the Watchungs in
Green Brook Township, now Washington Rock State Park, allowing Washington and his soldiers to pull
back when the large British Army was seen advancing. Washington had conferred with his senior officers
at the Drake House, in present-day Plainfield, before the pull back. Both the state park and the Drake
House are guidebook-listed historic sites for the Heritage Alliance. The Short Hills Battlefield has also
been recently approved for guidebook listing.
Major General William Alexander, also known as Lord Stirling, successfully delayed the British advance
before himself pulling back with his brigade troops. Howe and Cornwallis, in their turn, captured some
soldiers and three field cannons, but declined to pursue the brigade into the hills, moving instead into
Westfield and toward Rahway. About 100 casualties were suffered on each side.
Stirling, an important Revolutionary War solider, had also played a strong role in delaying British
advances in the 1776 Battle of Long Island, allowing the American Army an opportunity to escape
to Manhattan. The British-Scottish aristocratic title he used was genuine, but had been abolished by
the British House of Lords. A 1600s ancestor, also known as Lord Stirling, is recognized in Canada
as an early settler (and founder) of Nova Scotia. The “short hills” of the battle title refers to a part of
the terminal moraine ridge of the last Ice Age in northern Edison.

CROSS KEYS TAVERN
Woodbridge, New Jersey
George Washington’s Visit and Inauguration as First President of the United States
By Donald Johnstone Peck
On April 16, 1789, George Washington and his entourage departed Mount Vernon, Virginia and traveled
225 miles to spend the last night before his inauguration in New Jersey at the Cross Keys Tavern,
Woodbridge. New Jersey had become a second home to Washington, as he fought more battles on its
soil and spent more time in New Jersey than anywhere else, more than four and a half years of the eight
year American Revolutionary War.
The Cross Keys Tavern had been a cradle of revolt. It was the Sons of Liberty headquarters for
revolution in Woodbridge where colonists had
criticized their king, merchants had voiced
protest over harsh British trade restrictions,
petitions were drawn up and signed, tea boycotts
organized, and militia units had been formed.
Situated on the Old Dutch or Upper Road, it was a
popular stopover for travelers from New York to
Philadelphia.
Here Washington was given a tumultuous
reception by a large military company and
civilian contingent, including the first New
Jersey State Governor, William Livingston,
Brigadier General Nathaniel Heard who had
commanded the militia that had arrested Royal
Governor William Franklin, and many other
distinguished officers as well as members of the
rank and file.
On the morning of April 23, 1789, Washington
left Woodbridge traveling to Elizabethtown
Point and boarded an “elegantly adorned”
crimson-canopied, forty-seven-foot barge
crossing Newark and Lower New York Bay. He landed to a stupendous ovation at lower Manhattan,
where he was inaugurated on April 30. “All ranks and professions,” ran one newspaper account,
“expressed their feelings in loud acclamations, and with rapture hailed the arrival of the Father of
His Country.”

The above image appeared full page in the 2014 Nova Caesarea – A Cartographic Record of the
Garden State 1666-1888 by John Delaney and was published by Princeton University.

(Photo by Julie Walton Shaver)

The First Presbyterian Church in Metuchen 300 Year Anniversary 1717-2017
In 1717, the original meeting house of the church in Metuchen was built as an outpost of the Woodbridge
Presbyterian Church. Its location at the junction of the Bonhamtown–Oak Tree Road (modern Main Street through
Metuchen) and the Woodbridge–Metuchen Road (via modern Grandview Avenue) was meant to serve the Woodbridge Church members who lived in the western part of the township. Located in the old cemetery on the west side
of Main Street, it was a small structure with a center aisle running in an east-west direction, with the pulpit at the
east end. There were 42 pews and a gallery of 22 seats. There was a sanded floor with individual foot warmers
providing heat. A graveyard was established by the meeting house, which was itself enlarged in the 1750s and again
in 1792. The building served the community as a gathering place during the week; worship services were sporadic,
and there was chronic difficulty in securing a regular preaching schedule.
In the 1730s and 1740s a religious revival movement emphasizing the need for repentance and leading a
holy life under the guidance of the Holy Spirit swept across the land. The Tennent brothers in the Presbytery of
New Brunswick were leaders in this movement, trying to arouse their listeners to a new dedication to do God’s
work. Itinerant preaching by missionaries and others who had experienced a conversion in their own lives, raised
questions about whether personal conversion experience should be required of candidates for ordination to the
ministry. The important result of these new currents of religious fervor and the need to find a dependable supply
of ministers took the form of a petition by four Presbyterian ministers to the royal governor to create a college for
the training and education of new ministers. In 1746, the College of New Jersey was organized, meeting originally
in the parsonage of Jonathan Dickinson in Elizabeth, then briefly in Newark, and finally moving to Princeton, where
it became the nucleus for the future development of Princeton University. So in these diverse ways, during the first
half of the 18th century, and long before the American Revolution, the Presbyterian Church had become an American
institution in structure, in doctrine, in the style and relevance of its preaching, and in provision for the education of
its candidates for the ministry.
The American Revolution sealed the changes already occurring. The Synod emphasized defense of the rights
of Englishmen against king and Parliament and adherence to the resolutions of the Continental Congress. The clergy
were influential leaders, and the British burned a number of Presbyterian churches. Normal life in the Metuchen
area was disrupted. British raids, carried out from their base in Bonhamtown or from Staten Island, confiscated
valuable property from Washington’s supporters. The graves of 31 veterans of the Revolution are in the Old Colonial Cemetery. Analysis of the church’s pew rent lists show 36 members as veterans, of whom 24 are buried in the
cemetery. They include five members of the Ayres family, five Mundy, four Martin and three Freeman.
Finally, the career of the Rev. Azel Roe provides a link to the post-Revolutionary era. Roe was a graduate of
the College of New Jersey in 1756, served the Woodbridge Church for over 50 years, 1763-1815, and conscientiously
spent half of the time with the Metuchen church in the 1770s and 1780s. He was a prominent leader of resistance to
British forces, and at one point was imprisoned by the British and held on Staten Island for six months. Later, he
was a delegate to the first General Assembly in 1789, and in 1802 he was elected its Moderator. He was to serve the
newly incorporated Second Presbyterian Church as its part-time minister from 1787 until 1794 when the church
called its first full-time pastor. (Article submitted by Karen Keithler, reprinted from “A Capsule History of Our
Church,” The First Presbyterian Church, Metuchen, by Thomas Weber, 2001.)

OLD TENNENT CHURCH,
TENNENT, NEW JERSEY
By Donald Johnstone Peck
The first Presbyterians Covenanters to arrive in America sailed
from Leith, Scotland on September 5, 1685 aboard the celebrated
ship the Henry and Francis. After a melancholy passage of three
months, with days of pitching, rolling, and swaying through
storms and squalls, about 130 persons arrived in the tidewater
capital of New Scotland – Perth Amboy on December 7, 1685.
The Presbyterian Church in America can trace its roots to the
Church of Scotland, which in turn developed from early Christianity in Scotland. However, the Scottish reformation of 1581
principally shapes its current identity. In that year, in a movement led by John Knox and his followers, the Church of Scotland
broke with the Church of Rome. It reformed its doctrines and
government, drawing upon the principles of John Calvin.
During the seventeenth century the most evangelical
members of this Scottish Presbyterian reform movement called
themselves Covenanters. They derived their name from the Scots interpretation of the word
“covenant” as a band or legal document, expanding it to mean people who bound themselves to
common action in religious matters.
The first historian of the province of East Jersey, Samuel Smith, described how early Scottish settlers
settled principally in north and central New Jersey, which included the area around the capital, Perth
Amboy. The Church Meeting House of Woodbridge that had been established by New England and
Long Island Puritans (today called the Old White Church) accepted Archibald Riddle as its preacher
and seven fellow passengers from the Henry and Francis into its fold.
In 1688 another twenty Covenanters from the Henry and Francis followed John Frazer, the strong
leader of the Covenanters, to Bound Brook, joining the religious community there, now known as the
Presbyterian Church of Bound Brook. In 1692 other Covenanters found their way to Monmouth
County and established a church on Free Hill in Wickatunk, Marlboro Township, known as Old Scots
Meeting House.

THE FIRST PRESBYTERY
Fourteen years later, on December 29, 1706, the Old
Scots Meeting House became the seat of a presbytery,
the very beginning of organized Presbyterianism in
America. By 1730 the Old Scots Church became inadequate, and the congregation decided to build a new
Presbyterian Church, Old Tennent Church, on White
Hill in nearby Tennent, New Jersey. Founded by Scottish
religious and political dissenters, it was used as a field
hospital for wounded American soldiers as the Battle of
Monmouth (June 28, 1778) raged around it.
The tombstones in Old Tennent’s graveyard and in the
fields beyond mark not only the final resting places of
refugees from religious persecution in Scotland. They
also denote the final resting places of blue-clad patriot
Continentals and British redcoats, both lying side by
side. This church regularly appears in leading surveys of American Architecture and is a lasting shrine
to freedom in the New World.

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance consists of committed individuals and
organizations representing sites within the region of Raritan and Millstone systems. In an
area that has continually contributed to the
strength of the United States, we seek through
our programs to promote, protect and preserve
an understanding of our rich historical, cultural and educational heritage as we work to
be a model for current and future generations
by promoting the rich heritage of our American
society.

