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Highland Park doughboy featured at
November 18 Board Meeting Site
By George Dawson

The host for the November 18 Board meeting of the Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance will be maintaining a silence of 96 years, cast in concrete at the commanding juncture of Raritan and Woodbridge avenues. He is the Highland Park doughboy, posted there in 1921 in commemoration of borough residents who served with the American Expeditionary Force in France in America’s 19-month
entry into World War II in 1917-18.
The Board meeting, traditionally set for the third Saturday in November,
will be held across the street at Pithari Taverna restaurant, at 28 Woodbridge Ave., Highland Park, starting at 11:30 a.m. rather than 10 in accommodation of its hours. Attendees are not required to purchase food,
but may wish to try the restaurant’s signature tart cherry drink (csllrrf
(visolaya, ot domryhinh likr yhsy)) or its authentic Greek cuisine lunches
afterwards.
Doughboys – in concrete, granite, or bronze – appeared in various
places following the Great War (as World War I was initially known).
Highland Park was one of the first, its doughboy statue dedicated on the
Armistice Day (now Veterans Day) federal holiday of November 11,
1921, only three years after the actual Armistice. (Eleven – eleven –
eleven, the Armistice ending the Great War conflict taking effect on the
11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month of 1918).
The doughboy - now the starting point of the Highland Park – New Brunswick Memorial Day and
Veterans Day parades – was also a contribution of Robert Wood Johnson Jr. to Highland Park history. Johnson, then 25, serving a brief period as Highland Park mayor, selected the statue design
from the catalogue of monument producers L. L. Manning & Son, of Plainfield. (Funds for the statue
were raised privately.)
Robert and his new bride, Elizabeth Ross, had moved into Bellevue, a 18th-centuryfarmhouse, on
River Road, near the Pennsylvania Railroad, in Highland Park, in 1916. The borough was then only
11 years old, having been formed from Raritan Township, (now Edison Township), in 1905... Bellevue, visible from the Johnson home, Grey Terrace, across the Raritan River in New Brunswick, had
been the family “summer vacation” home when Johnson was growing up. It’s now become his fulltime residence.
He was appointed to the Borough Council in 1918 to fill a vacancy, and won election to the Council
post in November 1919. His fellow Council members then appointed him mayor at the January reorganization meeting (as apparently was done in that early formed of Council government). He
served for three years, He soon left town to take up residence in the even older Richard Stockton
mansion in Princeton. The mansion, called Morven, was later purchased by Walter Edge, a former
and new governor, and then given to the state of New Jersey as the home for future governors.
Johnson became president of his father’s and uncle James’ firm, Johnson and Johnson, in 1932.
Continued on page 7
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Saturday, November 18, 2017
At 11:30 a.m.
Pithari Taverna
28 Woodbridge Avenue
Highland Park, NJ

RARITAN-MILLSTONE
HERITAGE ALLIANCE
P.O. Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583
www.raritanmillstone.org

An organization of individuals,
organizations, and sites working to promote
preservation and understanding of the rich,
eventful, and cultural heritage of significant
historical, educational, and cultural sites
located in Central New Jersey.
OFFICERS
President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller
Vice President – George B. Dawson
Secretary – Christine Retz
Treasurers– John and Karen Keithler

To be excused call Don Peck 732738-5522 or Fred Mueller at 908359-3391.
Representatives from all
Alliance sites are welcomed
and encouraged to attend.
YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link is
on a quarterly publication schedule. News of
major upcoming events for possible placement
in the newsletter may be mailed, emailed or
faxed to the following address. Any questions,
please contact: Donald J. Peck, Editor, The
Clausen Company, P.O. Box 140, Fords, NJ
08863 or Tel 732-738-1165, fax 732-738-1618,
or E-mail clausenco@aol.com.

IN MEMORIAM
William S. Pavlovsky, Perth Amboy,
architect, historian and preservationist
passed away October 22, 2017

DIRECTORS
John F. Allen, Emeritus
Jan ten Broeke
Elyce M. Jennings
Paul B. Jennings, MD
Susan C. Keating
Wendy E. Kennedy
Carol C. Natarelli
Donald J. Peck
Nancy Piwowar
Albert M. Previte
Marilyn Rautio
Tyreen Reuter
Junelynn Sadlowski
The Board of Directors meets on the third or
fourth Saturday of March, May, September and
November at designated historic and museum
member sites in the region.
The Executive Committee
meets in January and June

Our website features our Guide to
Historic Sites in Central New Jersey, our newsletter, The Link, and
provides links to various important
Sites. www.raritanmillstone.org
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Colonel John Neilson Reads the
Declaration of Independence in New Brunswick
By George Dawson
New Brunswick has a new statue. Colonel John Neilson, Revolutionary War commander of the 1 st Middlesex Regiment of the
New Jersey militia, captor of Loyalists at Bennett’s Island in 1777, captor, with 2 nd-in-command Moses Guest, of British raider Col.
John Graves Simcoe in 1780, is reading the Declaration of Independence
on the Civil War triangle, in front of the Heldrich Hotel-Apartment complex.
Neilson is there, in bronze, in civilian garb, his right-hand raised in articulation, his expression determined, his country to be independent in seven
years, on the initiative of New Brunswick businessman Gregory Ritter,
owner of George Street Camera, and the New Brunswick Public Sculpture Committee.
Ritter says: “I had been thinking about Neilson and others for perhaps
twenty-five years.
“Statues are story-tellers. People want to know the history of the
place in which they live through story-tellers, and in Europe
and other places, statues fulfill that role.”
To carry out this role, Ritter and others formed the New Brunswick Public
Sculpture Committee, with people from downtown businesses, Rutgers
University, and various civic and public organizations. They won early
support from Robert Belvin, the city’s library director, and Susan KramerMills, co-pastor of 1st Reformed Church.
A series of statues was pondered: John Neilson; the poet-soldier Joyce
Kilmer, who was born in New Brunswick in 1886, and singer-actor Paul
Robeson, who attended and played football for Rutgers College in the
early 20th century. But John Neilson came first. The story he tells is this:
John Neilson was born in New Brunswick in 1745, the son of a Scots-Irish physician who migrated from northern Ireland with a
brother early in the century, and settled in Raritan Landing, the up-river warehouse district for storage of farm goods and timber
products awaiting shipment to other markets.
John’s father, also named John, died before he was born, in a fall from a horse along ice-strewn river banks, John was delivered
at Buccleuch house in New Brunswick, his Dutch mother knowing the White family who lived there. John was raised by his uncle
James, a shipping merchant in New Brunswick.
The downtown Neilsons, James and his nephew, were early supporters of independence, and John organized a militia regiment
to fight British incursions on these asperations.
When the Declaration of Independence was approved by the Continental Congress in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776. a Thursday,
John Hancock, President of the Congress, ordered a printer named Dunlap to prepare copies of the document (yet un-signed) to
leaders in the 13 hopefully soon-to-be independent British colonies along the sea-coast and to George Washington and the Continental Army in New York City (Manhattan island). Soon copies of the Dunlap Declaration were carried by post riders up and
down the coast.
No record was made of its arrival in New Brunswick, but Charles Deshler, the late 19 th-century city historian remembered childhood conversations with his grandfather, Jacob Dunham, in 1830 or 1831. Dunham, in turn, remembered being told by his own
father, Azariah Dunham, of receiving a Dunlap Declaration from a post rider on July 9, 1776, a Tuesday. Azariah then arranged
to have the city’s local militia commander, John Neilson, read the Declaration from a table top on Albany Street, at its intersection
with Water Street (now Johnson Lane). This was done, to loud applause (Huzzahs), although some Tories were also presumably
present.
Deshler recorded this event, and information on other readings of the Dunlap Declaration he was able to obtain, in an article appearing in the July 1892 issue of Harper’s New Monthly Magazine.
Ritter said the Neilson statue was sculptured by Anna and Jeff Kohl-Varilla, of Chicago, and cast in Colorado by Great Foundry
Art Castings. He said a decision was made to show Neilson in civilian clothes, as the colonel would not likely have put on his
uniform for the performance. An older Neilson portrait was obtained, and aged back to a 31-year-old man, to guide the sculptors.
The statue, 10 years in the planning, cost $150,000, or about $170,000 all told including costs for the pedestal and base. Contributions were received from members of the Committee and from the community at large.
At the dedication ceremony on July 9, s horse-man delivered a document to the Committee. The text of the Declaration was then
read by Committee members and donors in general.
Readings of the Dunlap Declaration are widely re-enacted up and down the Atlantic seaboard, but no other city has an actual
statue of the reader. Trenton, however, has a mural.
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Borough of South Bound Brook Historic Preservation Advisory Commission
Friends of Abraham Staats House, Inc.

Abraham Staats House
17 von Steuben Lane, South Bound Brook, NJ 08880
Update: September 2017

In the past year, the Borough of South Bound Brook Historic Preservation Advisory Commission (SBBHPAC) and the
Friends of Abraham Staats House, Inc. (FASH) have worked collaboratively to focus on the goals outlined in the Long
Range Strategic Plan. It has been a very busy and productive year.
Work was completed on an extensive Somerset County grant that moved us significantly forward on several goals,
including stabilization of the barn foundation and interior work that “finished” the downstairs rooms of the house. This
work allows us to truly begin showcasing the house and grounds as we move into an interpretive phase of this important house museum. This year’s progress includes:
Utilizing the new 2017 State/County Historic Partnership Program Grant opportunity, the SBBHPAC and FASH received grants to:



consult with expert Jackie Haley of Haley Research and Consulting for a furnishings plan for two of the key
rooms in the house.



engage graphics consultant Gordon Bond of Gordon Bond Designs, Inc. to update the FASH main brochure and
inserts.

hired historic preservation consultant Linda McTeague, to finalize and begin implementation
of a FASH Collections Management policy.
This work will move us forward with several of the goals outlined in our Interpretive Plan
and Tourism sections of the Long-Range plan. Specifically, Jackie Haley is engaged for a
public lecture on interior design and material culture of the 18th century in this region which
will take place November 11, 2017 at 2pm $12 pp $10 members and seniors.
The work to finalize our Collections Management policy underpins future efforts to acquire
period furniture and objects as recommended in the furnishings plan now in progress. In addition, the policy will govern ongoing donations and acquisitions, as well as provide museum standards guidelines as
we move forward with interpretation plans. One note: this year, the FASH received an important donation in the form
of an 18th c. writing desk owned by the Staats, which has now returned to the house, as well as an 18th/early 19th c. tall
bookcase/writing desk crafted by New Brunswick furniture maker Matthew Edgerton. The FASH now has a small
core of important items original to the Staats family, including the 1738 Property Deed, two small needlework samplers by two Staats’ daughters and the writing desk, as well as a Dutch Kas on loan which was originally in the house.
To improve our ability to stage temporary exhibits in the house and also at other sites, the FASH has purchased two
free-standing display units. Currently on display in the North and South parlors is an exhibit on the Middlebrook Cantonment. The house has also been “decluttered” with many inappropriate furnishings and objects removed, to better
showcase the newly painted and renovated rooms in the interim, as we plan for future interpretive and exhibit use.
The effort to produce a new brochure addresses another goal to pursue a more “cohesive presentation” of the house.
Working with Gordon Bond, we have upgraded our FASH logo, and have guidelines that will help ensure consistency
as we look to now upgrade our website, to incorporate our new “branding” as well as provide functionality and technical upgrades that will make the site more user friendly and improve the experience of our internet visitors. In the past
year, we’ve utilized PayPal to allow online membership dues and donations, and instituted a trial with EventBrite, to
help broaden our outreach and functionality for event promotion and execution.
The FASH is beginning to add more lectures to the programming schedule, as noted above. We also added a Blacksmith demonstration which proved very popular, as well as our traditional lectures offered during the Battle of Bound
Brook in April and a new lecture on Tea, this October. We plan to add regular cooking and foodway lectures and
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demonstrations to our event schedule, with the newly renovated “old” kitchen. Special tours by appointment continue to be available as requested. This year we hosted tours of the house for America's History, LLC "Cockpit of the
American Revolution," a Richmond, Va., historical touring company, for a senior citizen group from the Quail Brook
Senior Center managed by the Somerset County Office on Aging and Disability Services, and for visitors attending
our open house every 2nd Saturday each month, among others.
We’ve also begun fresh assessments of our regular, annual programs to innovate and introduce fresh new elements to
align more closely with our interpretive goals and a focus on the history of the family and household. For example,
we’ve:



Added an evening candlelight tour to our community-based Holiday program which offers information about
Dutch American culture in the 18th century here in this region and how the Staats and their neighbors would have
celebrated the holiday. Dec 2, 2017 6:30pm, 7pm 7:30pm $10 advance, $15 at door.



Enhanced our Tory Jack Day program with an informative display offering key facts about slavery, and have
plans to expand on this important topic. Feb 10, 2018 10:30am FREE

Introduced a new Tea program to the event lineup, featuring a lecture by noted historian Stacy Roth followed by a
social tea for attendees Oct 29, 2017 2pm $15 $10 members.
We continue to look for ways to improve our regional and state recognition, through our regular programming partnerships such as Weekend Journey Through the Past, Battle of Bound Brook and yearly attendance at the New Jersey
State History Fair “Spirit of the Jersey’s,” but also through ongoing projects at a governmental level. The SBB HPAC
provides input and support in discussions about the Old Stone Arch Bridge preservation efforts, and plans for a pedestrian bridge on the Queen’s bridge bringing foot visitors past the Battle of Bound Brook information kiosk located
on the South Bound Brook canal path, as well as a possible tourism/visitors center being discussed in the redevelopment of the vacant GAF building located at the terminus of the bridge on Weston Canal Road. These efforts are
aimed at enhancing our community’s historic tourism appeal.
Although not an inclusive roundup, these key activities in the past year are aligned and focused with the 2016 Long
Range Strategic Plan which serves as a guideline for both the SBB HPAC and FASH. These efforts will allow us to
enhance, improve and enrich the visitor experience at the Abraham Staats House, as we broaden our outreach to a
diverse, expanded audience. Please see our website for further information and to register for programs.
www.staatshouse.com
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CAPTAIN JAMES LAWRENCE

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Please join us on
Sunday, February 25,
2018, for our annual
celebration of George
Washington’s birthday.
The full luncheon,
including cherry pie of
course, will be held at 1
p.m. at the wonderful
Royce Brook Golf Club in
Hillsborough. Our special
guest will be “Martha
Washington” – not the
dowdy older woman that
you think she was, but
the vibrant widow that
George Washington
married who was a
faithful helpmate
throughput their
marriage. Martha will be
portrayed by the popular
speaker Alisa Dupuy, who
is well known throughout
central New Jersey for
her portraits of famous
women throughout
history.

Captain James Lawrence, who commanded the ship
U.S.S. Chesapeake, is best known for his dying command “Don’t give up the ship!” Captain Lawrence and
his half-sister Elizabeth Lawrence Kearny were both
born in Burlington, NJ in the house that later became
the residence of the Fourth Governor of New Jersey,
Joseph Bloomfield, who was born in Woodbridge, NJ.
Elizabeth married Michael Kearny and lived in the
Kearny Cottage, Perth Amboy where she helped raise
her younger half-brother James. To schedule a visit
telephone 732-293-1090 or 908-812 4549 or visit
www.kearnycottage@gmail.com.

OPENING SPRING 2018
Morven Museum & Garden has become known for
exceptional programming that expands and illuminates the these presented in the permanent collection and special exhibitions. The new STOCKTON
EDUCATIONAL CENTER will allow delivering
these offerings steps away from the national
historic home and galleries, allowing for seamless
connections between the program topics and
material culture.
With improved space, Morven will be better able to
serve its growing audience including families with
children, improve their community partnerships,
and offer a gracious setting for events in a state of
the art facility that opens to the beautiful Colonial
Revival Garden.
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Continued from page 1

Highland Park doughboy featured at November 18 Board Meeting Site
World War I was apparently not a popular conflict for Americans, for its number of deaths and
wounds, the electorate turning strongly against over-seas ventures in the 1920s. Its statuary,
however, became visible in the landscape. Jeanne Kolva, the borough’s unofficial historian,
documented the extent of doughboy memorials in a 2003 article in New Jersey Heritage magazine (no longer published), including several in central New Jersey, among them ones in Perth
Amboy and Matawan. Many were taken from catalogs, but generally they stood duty close to eye
-level near the ground, not high in the sky on pillars like Civil War guys.
A new researcher, Erik L. Burro, of Burlington, has found about 60 state-wide, a larger number
individually sculptured .than formerly thought, and is giving lectures and even bus tours. A photo
exhibit of the monuments is moving from the Monmouth County library in Manalapan to the Burlington County library, in November.
Doughboy is what U.S. soldiers serving in France during World War I were called. The name
changed to G. I. (for Government Issue) only 20 years later, for World War II. Middlesex County is
opening a special exhibit on New Jersey in World War I, at the Low House county museum in Piscataway, on Sunday, November 12, the day after Armistice Day. Doughboys may be included.

RMHA Guidebook
An extensive guide to central New Jersey historical, cultural, and environmental sites.

THE GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY is for the use of central
New Jersey historical, cultural and environmental sites and for individuals and groups who
are interested in visiting and supporting the programs of these locations. Use of this guide book
for any other purpose, including, but not limited
to, reproducing and storing in a retrieval system
by any means, electronic or mechanical, photocopying, or use of the addresses or other information contained in this guide book for any
mailing, is strictly prohibited and in direct violation of copyright.
Every effort has been made to verify and correctly state the information contained in THE
GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL
NEW JERSEY. However, the Raritan Millstone
Heritage Alliance Inc., disclaim all liability and
responsibility for the accuracy of this information. In addition, circumstances may have rendered some information obsolete prior to the
date of publication or prior to the time the information is reviewed by the reader.
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Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance consists of committed individuals and
organizations representing sites within the region of Raritan and Millstone systems. In an
area that has continually contributed to the
strength of the United States, we seek through
our programs to promote, protect and preserve
an understanding of our rich historical, cultural and educational heritage as we work to
be a model for current and future generations
by promoting the rich heritage of our American
society.

