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In Princeton Farm Country

By George Dawson
The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on March 17,
2018 (St. Patrick’s Day) at the Updike Farmstead property of the Historical Society of Princeton,
354 Quaker Road. Princeton 08540 way out past the Quaker meeting House almost to Lawrence
Township.
The Society closed its headquarters at Bainbridge House on Nassau Street in downtown Princeton in
2015 to make the move. Its museum, formerly at Bainbridge House, is continuing at the farm but on a
smaller scale for the present. The Society continues to maintain a full schedule, however, including its
two-and-a-half hour walking tours from the front steps of Bainbridge House at 158 Nassau Street near
its intersection with Washington Avenue. The walking tours begin at 2 p.m. Sundays.
The museum hours at Updike Farm are Wednesdays through Sundays noon to 4 p.m., with an
extension to 6 p.m. on Thursdays.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PRINCETON
At UPDIKE FARMSTEAD
354 Quaker Road, Princeton, New Jersey 08540
Listed on the State and National Register of Historic Places
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Saturday, March 17, 2018
At 10:00 a.m.
UPDIKE FARMSTEAD
354 Quaker Road, Princeton, NJ 08540
To be excused call Don
Peck 732-738-5522
Or Fred Mueller at 908-359
-3391
Representatives from all
Alliance sites are
welcomed

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC: The Link is
on a quarterly publication schedule. News of
major upcoming events for possible placement
in the newsletter may be mailed, emailed or
faxed to the following address. Any questions,
please contact: Donald J. Peck, Editor, The
Clausen Company, P.O. Box 140, Fords, NJ
08863 or Tel 732-738-1165, fax 732-738-1618,
or E-mail clausenco@aol.com.

IN MEMORIAM
William S. Pavlovsky, Perth Amboy,
architect, historian and preservationist
passed away October 22, 2017

RARITAN-MILLSTONE
HERITAGE ALLIANCE
P.O. Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583
www.raritanmillstone.org

An organization of individuals,
organizations, and sites working to promote
preservation and understanding of the rich,
eventful, and cultural heritage of significant
historical, educational, and cultural sites
located in Central New Jersey.
OFFICERS
President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller
Vice President – George B. Dawson
Secretary – Christine Retz
Treasurers– John and Karen Keithler
DIRECTORS
John F. Allen, Emeritus
Jan ten Broeke
Elyce M. Jennings
Paul B. Jennings, MD
Susan C. Keating
Wendy E. Kennedy
Carol C. Natarelli
Donald J. Peck
Nancy Piwowar
Albert M. Previte
Marilyn Rautio
Tyreen Reuter
Junelynn Sadlowski
The Board of Directors meets on the third or
fourth Saturday of March, May, September and
November at designated historic and museum
member sites in the region.
The Executive Committee
meets in January and June

Our website features our Guide to
Historic Sites in Central New Jersey, our newsletter, The Link, and
provides links to various important
Sites. www.raritanmillstone.org
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WE REMEMBER GEORGE WASHINGTON
A TALE OF TWO TAVERNS – ONE RESTORED AND ONE FORGOTTEN
By Donald Johnstone Peck
Regretfully, all signs of colonial tavern life in New Brunswick are gone. Nothing is left of White Hall
Tavern where Washington lodged while in route to take command of the Continental Army and
where Washington also celebrated July 4, 1778 after his strategic victory at the Battle of Monmouth.
Also gone is Peter Cochrane’s rambling tavern. It served as Washington’s Headquarters from November 29 until December 1, 1776. Saved is the historic Indian Queen Tavern, circa 1729. At the
peak of its popularity during the American Revolution, George Washington, John Adams and other
colonial public officials were among its many guests. It no longer stands in New Brunswick, but has
been reconstructed and forms the anchor structure of East Jersey Olde Towne Village, Johnson
Park, Piscataway, NJ.

The other only remaining colonial tavern visited by George Washington on April 22, 1789, before his
inauguration as president, and still standing in central New Jersey is the Cross Keys Tavern, Upper
James Street, Woodbridge, one of Middlesex County’s most historic private properties. Built in
1740, it has become a lost historic treasure, as have so many other fine buildings of our historical
and cultural past that have been neglected, forgotten or destroyed. Situated in downtown Woodbridge, it is lost behind a convenience store.
Diverse and complex as our nation has become, Americans remain united by a national character
that took root in the days before the revolution, when our forebears chose liberty over subservience
to a foreign ruler. Faced with the policies and tactics of an oppressive king, American patriots responded with extraordinary courage, perseverance, and resolve. Some drafted documents. Some
held political appointments. Most contributed as the farmers, merchants, teachers, tradesmen, and
so many others whose hard work and dedication were vital to the creation of our nation.
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The Cross Keys Tavern and the Indian Queen Tavern at the peak of their popularity were crowded with townspeople streaming in to
read the papers and discuss current issues as well as listen intently to travelers who were passing through New England, New York
to Philadelphia. Travelers were the carriers of ideas, including opinions, thoughts, fads and serious political movements.
Seditious talk at the Cross Keys Tavern and the Indian Queen Tavern was unrecorded and would never get into the history books.
Their smoky fires would have turned their tap rooms gray. The history of our country’s founding is amazing, and it all started in small
town gatherings in places like these taverns, where Americans gathered, debated, plotted, and took action to create a new nation. In
their minds arguing against an unjust government was both a social necessity and a civil right.
Many of the issues facing patriots, issues later characterized as the “Great American Experiment” were incorporated into the First
Amendment which reads: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peacefully to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
Americans expanded the public sphere of political speech, engaging in every possible means of descent available to them, from
newspapers and pamphlets to songs, sermons, speeches, letters, petitions and more. The American tradition of scathingly criticizing
those in power continued after the revolution to this day. Much of the vigorous dissent of the time amounted to seditious libel, but Colonial protestors acted as if those restrictions on speech did not exist. And they did not exist in a practical sense, because Colonial
jurors refused to issue indictments or convictions for the crime.
The freedom for which our forefathers fought – freedom of speech, of the press, of religion – could not be more important in today’s
complex world. Our liberty came at a cost for American patriots, just as they continue to be hard-won for men and women around the
world today. As Americans, we believe in the absolute importance of these basic human liberties. We believe in remembering the
patriots’ path to liberty and self-determination. And we believe in standing in solidarity with those who still strive to achieve their rights.
It’s a fight that resonates across continents and generations.
Independence and the ratification of the First Amendment in 1791 did not put an end to all threats to the freedom of speech and the
press. Just seven years later, amid fears that a ruinous war with France was imminent, the Federalists who controlled Congress
passed the infamous Sedition Act. But once again Americans then as now would rebel at limits on political speech.
As Americans, we are united today by a commitment to liberty and an enduring spirit of self-determination. And we add to those values a shared pride in our past. From the broad ideas that sparked the fight for independence to the intricacies of life in a time marked
by change and turmoil, on streets where the seeds of America’s revolution were sown, it requires dedication to preserve the timeless
legacy of liberty in places where it unfolded and to preserve and share the extraordinary events that would forever change the course
of our history.
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Please join us on Sunday, February 25,
2018, for our annual celebration of George
Washington’s birthday. The full luncheon,
including cherry pie of course, will be held
at 1 p.m. at the wonderful Royce Brook Golf
Club, 201 Hamilton Rd., Hillsborough.
Our special guest will be “Martha Washington”—not the dowdy older woman that
you may think she was, but the vibrant
widow that George Washington married who
was a faithful helpmate throughout their
marriage. Martha will be portrayed by the
popular speaker Alisa Dupuy, who is well
known throughout central New Jersey for
her portraits of famous women throughout
history.

OPENING SPRING 2018
Morven Museum & Garden has become known for exceptional programming that expands and
illuminates that which is presented in the permanent collection and special exhibitions. The new
STOCKTON EDUCATIONAL CENTER will allow delivering these offerings steps away from the
national
historic home and galleries, allowing for seamless connections between the program topics and material culture.
With improved space, Morven will be better able to serve its growing audience including families
with children, improve their community partnerships, and offer a gracious setting for events in a
state of the art facility that opens to the beautiful Colonial Revival Garden.
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CAPTAIN JAMES LAWRENCE

SAVE THE DATE!!!
Please join us on
Sunday, February 25,
2018, for our annual
celebration of George
Washington’s birthday.
The full luncheon,
including cherry pie of
course, will be held at 1
p.m. at the wonderful
Royce Brook Golf Club in
Hillsborough. Our special
guest will be “Martha
Washington” – not the
dowdy older woman that
you think she was, but
the vibrant widow that
George Washington
married who was a
faithful helpmate
throughput their
marriage. Martha will be
portrayed by the popular
speaker Alisa Dupuy, who
is well known throughout
central New Jersey for
her portraits of famous
women throughout
history.

Captain James Lawrence, who commanded the ship
U.S.S. Chesapeake, is best known for his dying command “Don’t give up the ship!” Captain Lawrence and
his half-sister Elizabeth Lawrence Kearny were both
born in Burlington, NJ in the house that later became
the residence of the Fourth Governor of New Jersey,
Joseph Bloomfield, who was born in Woodbridge, NJ.
Elizabeth married Michael Kearny and lived in the
Kearny Cottage, Perth Amboy where she helped raise
her younger half-brother James. To schedule a visit
telephone 732-293-1090 or 908-812 4549 or visit
www.kearnycottage@gmail.com.
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Continued from page 1

Highland Park doughboy featured at November 18 Board Meeting Site
Because of the high number of Americans killed or wounded, World War I was apparently not
a popular conflict for Americans. Its statuary, however, became visible in the landscape. In a
2003 article in New Jersey Heritage magazine, Jeanne Kolva, the borough’s unofficial historian,
documented the extent of Doughboy memorials, including those in Perth Amboy and Matawan.
Many were taken from catalogs and generally they stood at eye-level, unlike memorials to those
who fought in the Civil War.
Erik L. Burro of Burlington has found about 60 Doughboy statues statewide, a larger number
individually sculpted than once though, and gives lectures and bus tours about them. In November a photo exhibit of the monuments will move from the Monmouth County library in Manalapan
to the Burlington County library in November.
American soldiers who fought in France were called Doughboys. Middlesex County will open
an exhibit on New Jersey in World War I at the Cornelius Low House in Piscataway on Sunday,
November 12, the day after Armistice Day.

RMHA Guidebook
An extensive guide to central New Jersey historical, cultural, and environmental sites.

THE GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY is for the use of central
New Jersey historical, cultural and environmental sites and for individuals and groups who
are interested in visiting and supporting the programs of these locations. Use of this guide book
for any other purpose, including, but not limited
to, reproducing and storing in a retrieval system
by any means, electronic or mechanical, photocopying, or use of the addresses or other information contained in this guide book for any
mailing, is strictly prohibited and in direct violation of copyright.
Every effort has been made to verify and correctly state the information contained in THE
GUIDE TO HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL
NEW JERSEY. However, the Raritan Millstone
Heritage Alliance Inc., disclaim all liability and
responsibility for the accuracy of this information. In addition, circumstances may have rendered some information obsolete prior to the
date of publication or prior to the time the information is reviewed by the reader.
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Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance consists of committed individuals and
organizations representing sites within the region of Raritan and Millstone systems. In an
area that has continually contributed to the
strength of the United States, we seek through
our programs to promote, protect and preserve
an understanding of our rich historical, cultural and educational heritage as we work to
be a model for current and future generations
by promoting the rich heritage of our American
society.

