www.raritanmillstone.org

Volume 23, Issue 1

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance

Winter, 2019

THE FIFTH EDITION GUIDE TO THE HISTORIC SITES IN CENTRAL NEW JERSEY
By: Donald Johnstone Peck
The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance seeks to promote the preservation and understanding of historic, educational, and cultural sites in the Raritan and Millstone River valleys and
their watersheds. We believe the irreplaceable historic, environmental and cultural fabric of
communities within these two river systems deserve our protection. The forthcoming Fifth
Edition Guide to Historic Sites in Central New Jersey will include several additional sites,
many new to the Guide including the Old Stone Cottage at the Cutter Farm in the Fords
section of Woodbridge Township.
Situated on Main Street (County Route 514), originally built in 1655 by the Dutch to connect New Amsterdam with the Delaware River, at one time it was called Philadelphia Avenue. A vernacular structure, the Old Stone Cottage is an exceptional example of adaptive
reuse spanning three centuries of continuous use. It successfully blends history and legend
with modern-day living. The remaining farm property is noted for its landscape, gardens,
ponds and waterfalls.
Originally a two-floor banked stone
barn, circa 1690, built into the land
bank, in the early 19th century the
second floor was renovated into
slave quarters for the main farmhouse. In the 18th and 19th centuries enslaved black people were
held at the Cutter Farm in bondage
and treated as chattel. At one time
the farm had more than 400 acres
and enslaved people enabled the
Cutter Farm to operate effectively.
In the 20th century the barn was
converted into a guest cottage and
subsequently into a full-time
residence.
Historic places tell America’s story in all its richness and complexity. They help us rally
around issues of social, racial, political and environmental justice. When we visit historic
sites, we are transported back in time. The location and setting, the buildings, gardens, the
trees – all can inspire us to appreciate the past and develop critical thinking skills that
connect the past, present and future.
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YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:
The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule.
News of major upcoming events for possible
placement in the newsletter may be mailed,
emailed, or faxed to the following address. Any
questions, please contact: Donald J. Peck,
Editor, The Clausen Company, P.O. Box 140,
Fords, NJ 08863 or Tel 732-738-1165, fax
732-738-1618, or e-mail clausenco@aol.com.

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance announces a
“FIRESIDE CHAT”

January 19, 2019 at 2 p.m. individual and site members are invited to visit the
Old Stone Cottage for a “Fireside Chat” about the history of the Cutter Farm and the role
Woodbridge Township played in the American Revolution. Light refreshments will be served.
Reservations are required and seating is limited to twelve persons.
Telephone 732-738-5522 to reserve.

Site of First American Victory over British Regularsin Revolutionary War Land Acquired in Princeton
By George Dawson
George Washington’s first battlefield victory over British regular troops has been preserved on land acquired by the American Battlefield Trust (formerly the Civil War Trust), and will be incorporated in Princeton Battlefield State Park.
The battle site is on a 15-acre tract the Trust recently acquired from Princeton’s Institute for Advanced
Study, a scholarly retreat where Albert Einstein worked and important 20th-century computer designs were
developed. The Institute had had long-standing plans to use the land for faculty housing, but found ways to
reduce its housing-need foot print.
Princeton Battlefield – where George Washington succeeded in establishing a Revolutionary
War presence in New Jersey after a series of major defeats on Long Island and in New York City, and a (sonamed) Long Retreat across New Jersey into Pennsylvania - has had an important association with the borough and township of Princeton (now merged in a single municipality). An iconic downtown battle monument was established there in 1922 and the State Park, just to the south, dates to the mid-1900s, For years,
it was New Jersey’s only Revolutionary War battlefield state park, until the opening of Monmouth Battlefield State Park in Freehold and Manalapan about 40 years ago.
(Morristown National Historic Park – the nation’s 1st – was opened by retiring President Herbert Hoover in
1932, but marks a Continental Army encampment site, not a battle.)
Princeton State Park marks a turning point in the Revolutionary War and therefore the establishment of the
United States as a nation. Until George Washington and his Continental Army returned to New Jersey in
the 10 days from December 25 (Christmas) through January 3 of 1776-77 for the Battles of Trenton and
Princeton, the Revolutionary War has been widely presumed to have been lost, and the Signers of the Declaration of Independence – approved on July 4, 1776 – to be facing arrest and (presumably) execution.
Princeton Battlefield Society, which serves as a Friends group for the State Park, had been seeking park
expansion for a number of years to include more land on which fighting occurred, and had been aided by
archaeological explorations and grants from the National Park Service’s American Battlefield Protection
Program. It sought assistance from the Civil War Trust, established in the 1970’s to protect land on which
Civil War battles had been fought, but recently expanded in scope to include battles of the American Revolution and War of 1812. The Trust assisted in arranging some small additions to the park in 2015 and 2017.
George Washington and his Continental Army famously crossed the Delaware on Christmas Day 1776 in
wide-bottomed Durham boats maneuvered by Gloucester fishermen in the Army, the image captured
by 19th-century German painter Emanuel Leutze, one of whose several paintings of this scene hangs in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Only one of the three Army units sent by Washington successfully completed the crossing, the one which Washington himself led, but succeeded in capturing the
Hessian troops garrisoning Trenton, while killing their commander, Johann Rall. The soldiers with their
German prisoners returned to Pennsylvania.
Washington and his Army returned to Trenton on December 27-31. He posted his troops
on the southeast side of Assunpink Creek in Trenton and seemed to wait there for a British attack, in what
would be the Second Battle of Trenton.
.
But the battle never happened. Washington and most of the Army, campfires still burning, left during the
night of January 2 on a back road to Princeton. The Battle of Princeton followed in early morning of the
next day, January 3, with detachments of British troops leaving Princeton with an intention of joining the
Second Battle of Trenton.

The story of the Battles of Trenton and Princeton have been told by many authors, most recently and
prominently by national historian David Hackett Fischer about 10 years ago. Its events have been reenacted over many decades, perhaps beginning in the 1940s with Delaware crossings by theater-in-theround owner St. John Terrill, in the posture of George Washington. For many of the last 40 years, programs and re-enactments celebrated the “Ten Crucial Days” of December 25 – January 3, in downtown
Trenton and sometimes Princeton, with guided walks by Ralph Siegel and re=enactments of 1st and 2nd
Trenton and beyond.
Recently, these programs have seem to somewhat lapse; but not so this past few weeks. Attendance at
Washington Crossing Historic Park in Pennsylvania was well over 1,000, forcing the closing of the bridge
from New Jersey. Patrons from New Jersey were required to park in and near Washington Crossing State
Park on the New Jersey side, to attend. (“George Washington” also walked across the bridge, from the
Pennsylvania side, fearing the safety of the high water in the Delaware.).
The “Ten Crucial Days” events were boisterous, filled with re-enactments, several Ralph Siegel walks,
many in-door speakers, and three day-long bus tours – led by Larry Kidder, recent author of Crossroads of
the Revolution, Trenton 1774-1783, published by Knox Press, of Lawrence Township, and Roger Williams, of the Princeton Battlefield Society – of all the historic sites.
Princeton Battlefield Society itself was involved in the programs, on Sunday, December 30, with a “realtime” re-enactment of the several battles of Princeton – with three horse, two cannon, dozens of musketandor rifle-bearing foot soldiers – also led by Kidder and Williams, beginning at 7 am.
The 15-acre American Battlefield Trust land, showcasing the American victory over the British Army’s
17th Foot regiment, commanded Lt. Col. Charles Mawhood, was behind a row of trees on the northeast
side of the park, and its re-enactment was on State Park land, in front of the trees. American Battlefield
Trust acquired the land last spring, at a cost of $2,6 million. The Trust will also spend $1.4 million to restore the land to its battlefield condition.
The battles of Princeton began in discouraging fashion for the Americans, with rifle-bearing troops commanded by Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, of Virginia routed by bayonet-equipped British light dragoons, Mercer himself, the name-sake of Mercer County (Princeton and Trenton were then part of
Hunterdon County) was bayonetted in the attack, and died a few days later.
George Washington then came on the scene, on horse-back, and personally led an attack against the 17th
foot, part of Mawhood’s command, on what was known as Maxwell’s Field. He shouted to militia elements at the battle, “Parade with us, my brave fellows. There is but a handful of the enemy, and we will
have them directly.”
The Trust will install interpretive trails on the Maxwell’s Field tract before turning it over to the park.
In Hallowed Ground, the American Battlefields Trust magazine, Trust president James Lighthizer said,
“This addition to the Princeton battlefield is one of the most important acquisitions in the Trust’s 30-year
history and preserves the site of one of the defining moments of the American Revolution.”
In the same fall 2018 magazine issue, Princeton University U.S, history professor James McPherson says
of the land acquisition: “This landscape is a precious reminder of America’s struggle to create a democratic republic. Of all the sites that figured in George Washington’s ‘Ten Crucial Days’ campaign, it is the
only one that survives for people to see, understand, and appreciate today.”

DID YOU KNOW that a Camden County farmer named Abraham Browning is credited with
coining the phase “Garden State” in 1876 and that in 1954 the New Jersey Legislature
passed a bill to have “The Garden State” added to license plates?

DID YOU KNOW that Woodbridge Township is the oldest chartered township in New Jersey? June 1, 2019 Woodbridge Township will celebrate its 350 anniversary and that its farms
were heavily foraged during the British occupation of 1777?

DID YOU KNOW that the narrowest part of New Jersey (32 miles between Raritan Bay
and Trenton) passes through the Raritan and Millstone River watersheds?

DID YOU KNOW that Jersey roads were often swampy, deeply rutted causing wagons to
bog or break down? In colonial days people hoped for snow and ice, because then their
sleighs could smoothly travel.

DID YOU KNOW that New Jersey has two rivers that almost meet twice? The Passaic and
the northern branch of the Raritan rivers have their sources within about a mile of each other
in the Mendham area, and for much of their length flow in nearly opposite directions, only to
end up in the vicinity of Staten Island and Raritan Bay.

DID YOU KNOW that the last time the fish known as the American shad was seen in the
Millstone River, James Polk was president and the Civil War had not been fought? With the
removal of an old, obsolete dam in Manville, Somerset County, American shad are successfully spawning in the lower section of the Millstone, a Raritan River tributary.

DID YOU KNOW that the upper Raritan River watershed includes the North and South
Branches of the Raritan, and numerous tributary rivers and streams? The watershed covers
470 square miles within Hunterdon, Somerset and Morris counties, from Budd Lake and Roxbury Township in the north to East Amwell in the south. The watershed includes two of the
state’s largest water-supply reservoirs, Round Valley and Spruce Run.

DID YOU KNOW that there are two mills on the banks of the South Branch of the Raritan
River in Clinton, New Jersey? Unexplained sights and sounds have become part of the Red
Mill’s lore over the years. Residents of some of Clinton’s older homes and people working in
both the Red Mill and the Stone Mill have heard or sensed unexplained presences. A wellknown ghost named Selinda is said to live at the Stone Mill (now an Art Museum). She is buried in the Clinton Presbyterian Church Cemetery; her black marble tombstone reads: “Why
look ye here among the dead for the living?”

George Washington Birthday Gala!

Please join us on Sunday, February 17, 1:30 p.m. at Royce
Brook Golf Club, 201 Hamilton Rd., Hillsborough.
Our menu that day will feature a choice of soup or salad,
your choice of chicken, fish, or pasta,
accompanied by vegetables and potatoes,
and of course cherry pie for dessert.
Our speaker this special afternoon will be art historian
Michael Norris, PhD. Declared at his death
“First in peace, first in war, and first in the hearts
of his countrymen,” George Washington
is revered even today.
Through works of art often drawn from area museums,
such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
the Delaware Art Museum, and the
New-York Historical Society, see how artists of his
own time portrayed him for posterity
and how that posterity, through its own crop of artists,
commemorated his deeds.
The cost is $35 per person. Reservations may be made by
calling Elyce Jennings, 732-463-0767.
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Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance consists of committed individuals and
organizations representing sites within the region of Raritan and Millstone systems. In an
area that has continually contributed to the
strength of the United States, we seek through
our programs to promote, protect and preserve
an understanding of our rich historical, cultural and educational heritage as we work to
be a model for current and future generations
by promoting the rich heritage of our American
society.

