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OUR NOVEMBER 20 BOARD MEETING 

FEATURES TALK ON 

The Sikhs of New Jersey: The Pioneers from Punjab 

All RMHA individual and site members and their guests 

are cordially invited to attend the next meeting of the 

Board of Directors to be held in the Guild Hall of historic 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, 158 High Street, Somer-

ville, NJ 08876. There is parking behind this physicality 

and the meeting hall is handicap accessible. This site    

is listed in the National and New Jersey Registers of     

Historic Places. 

Our featured speaker will be author Surinder Kaur Puar, a member of one of the 

founding families of Garden State Sikh Association, the first Sikh Gurdwara in 

Bridgewater, New Jersey. Mrs. Puar co-founded the Khalsa School at the Gurd-

wara Sahib in 1974. Her passion for language learning and teaching landed her 

with Literacy Volunteers of America and eventually at Sant baba Bhag Singh Uni-

versity at Jallandhar, Punjab, India where she spends a couple of months each 

year training teachers and inspiring students. She will speak to us about her re-

cent book and the Sikhs of New Jersey. 

The business meeting will consist of reports from the Treasurer, the Membership 
Committee and these Ad Hoc Committees: the Electronic Guide Book including 
site applications and Guide Book distribution, Fundraising including the Annual 
Appeal and possible Endowment Fund, The Link Winter issue deadline, the Pro-
gram Committee, Old Business – the approval of the minutes of May 22, 2021 
and any New Business. 

http://www.raritanmillstone.org/
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RARITAN-MILLSTONE  
HERITAGE ALLIANCE 

P.O. Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 
www.raritanmillstone.org 

 
An organization of individuals, 

organizations, and sites working to promote  
preservation and understanding of the rich, 
eventful, and cultural heritage of significant 

historical, 
 educational, environmental and cultural sites     

located in Central New Jersey. 
 

OFFICERS 
President – Rev. Dr. Fred Mueller 
Vice President  - Janena Benjamin 

Secretary –  Anurag K. Singh 
Treasurers – John and Karen Keithler 

 
DIRECTORS 

Barbara ten Broeke 

Frank J. Crowe 

George B. Dawson 

Carol C. Natarelli 

Susan C. Keating 

Donald J. Peck 

Nancy A. Piwowar 

Rev. Canon Ronald N. Pollock 

Marilyn W. Rautio 

Tyreen  A. Reuter 

 David A. Szilagyi 

The Board of Directors meets on the third or 
fourth Saturday of March, May, September, 
 November at designated historic and muse-

um member sites in the region.                                                              
The Executive Committee 
meets in January and June 

                       YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:   

The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule. News 

of major upcoming events for possible placement in 

the newsletter may be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the 

following address. Any questions, please contact: 

Donald J. Peck, Editor, The Clausen Company                                           

P.O. Box 140                                                                         

Fords, NJ 08863                                                                        
Tel 732-738-1165                         

Fax  732-738-1618                    

e-mail clausenco@aol.com.                      

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 

At 10:00 a.m. 

GUILD HALL 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

158 High Street 

Somerville, NJ 08876 

www.stjohnsomerville.org 
TO BE EXCUSED CALL Don Peck 

At 732-738-5522 or Fred Mueller 

At 908-359-3391 

 

BOARD POSITIONS OPEN 

Standing Committees: Membership, 
Nominating 

Ad Hoc Committees: 

 Program including: 

George Washington’s Birthday 

The Annual Meeting 

 

RETIREMENT 

Elyce M. Jennings 

The Board of Directors remembers 

 with deep thanksgiving the service 

 of our director Elyce M. Jennings 

 

HAVE A BLESSED 

THANKSGIVING 

http://www.stjohnsomerville.org
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GEORGE WASHINGTON 

His Last Civilian Visit To New Jersey 

By Donald J. Peck 

     Politicking stopped temporarily when George 

Washington passed through New Jersey on his way 

to New York to be sworn in as first president of the 

United States. His entourage left his home at Mount 

Vernon, Virginia, on April 16, 1789, and it took them a 

full week to cover the 240-mile journey to New York 

City, the nation’s first capital. 

     The party’s plan was to be on the road by 5:30 

a.m. each day, with travel taking place throughout the 

day. Thousands of citizens who lined the route creat-

ed a national climate of gratitude and admiration for 

Washington. But at every major stop along the route 

– Baltimore, Wilmington, Philadelphia, Trenton, 

Princeton, New Brunswick, and Woodbridge, arriving 

at the Cross Keys Tavern – there were welcoming 

delegations and honor guards that flanked Washing-

ton’s coach, official receptions and banquets, and 

speeches and toasts that required a response. Can-

nons boomed, bells rang, and bridges were draped 

with magnificent wreaths. Of all the sites at which 

Washington stayed during this historic trip, the Cross 

Keys Tavern is the only original New Jersey site still 

existing. 

     George Washington’s New Jersey campaigns had been crucial to the development of his national rep-

utation. The state, in effect, had become a second home for Washington, as he had fought more battles 

on its soil than anywhere else during the eight long years of the war. He had spent more time in New Jer-

sey than in any other state, and it would retain a special place in his memory. 

     Many historians call the Battle of Trenton the most important battle in American history. While ad-

dressing the New Jersey General Assembly at Trenton on December 6, 1783, Washington spoke of the 

people of the state who, after being overrun by the enemy, had rallied, and driven the invader from their 

home. The memory of this pivotal battle would remain with him forever. No doubt the memory of it flood-

ed his mind as he rode into Trenton on April 21, 1789, as Washington remembered following the defeat 

of the Americans at the British invasion of Fort Lee, New Jersey on November 20, 1776, how his troops 

advanced to New Brunswick. 

  Clattering over the Landing Lane Bridge at the Falls of the Raritan, Washington ordered it burnt to keep 

the British at bay while he prepared his “New Brunswick Strategy.” He had his troops scour the banks of 

the Delaware for boats – especially the big Durham boats - from as far north as  Lambertville and as far 

south as Burlington. He ordered them to be transported to the Delaware at Trenton, twenty-six miles 

southwest of New Brunswick, for his strategic crossing of the Delaware on December 2. The exhausted 
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army boated to the Pennsylvania side while Washington was derisively labeled by his foes as a mas-

ter of “defeat and retreat.” 

     Washington had written to his brother John Augustine that “the game” was “pretty nearly up” un-

less every nerve was strained to create a new army. Unless he made some venture soon, desperate 

through it was, cold, nakedness (lacking shoes, stockings and even shirts), disease, and despair 

would destroy his army, as General Howe was evidently confident that they would do. The American 

cause depended on the existence of that army. 

     On November 30, Admiral Richard, Lord Howe, and General Sir William Howe, acting as peace 

negotiators as well as military commanders, issued a proclamation offering pardon to all who would 

submit to the king within sixty days. Thousands flocked to the British garrisons to declare their loyalty. 

     With Washington and his troops on the western shore of the Delaware, New Jersey was now at the 

mercy of the British. Fearing the British would seize Philadelphia, the Continental Congress had fled 

to Baltimore, remaining there until March 1777. American troop morale was at a low point, and troop 

desertion became a major concern. 

     But on December 13, at Trenton, Sir William Howe made one of the fateful decisions of the war. 

Howe decided that he and his army would retire to winter headquarters in Perth Amboy and New 

York, leaving only a token string of outposts or garrisons in an 80-mile line stretching between Tren-

ton, Princeton, New Brunswick, Perth Amboy, and Elizabethtown to hold the central part of New Jer-

sey. By December 19, the first of Tom Paine’s “Crisis” essays was in circulation. Washington ordered 

it read to every regiment camped along the Delaware. 

    The British had gained control of New Jersey. They seized every house, church and building from 

New Brunswick to Perth Amboy and into Woodbridge. Many patriot families left their homes fearing 

more for their safety than for whatever ravages would be wreaked upon their abandoned homes. Six-

teen thousand troops were now wintering here. They outnumbered the towns’ populations, and it took 

massive stores to feed so many people. While some of the food was foraged from the countryside, 

much of it was brought from England to the ports of New York and Perth Amboy.  

     With the British invasion of New Jersey now complete, and the sad rabble of Washington’s soldiers 

so unfit for service and their short-term enlistments due to expire at the end of 1776, how did the com-

mander-in-chief of the Continental Army mount the courage and conviction to continue his campaign 

for independence? Two sources of relief soon presented themselves. 

     The first source was the arrival of Major General Charles Lee’s men from Basking Ridge, now un-

der the command of General John Sullivan, effectively doubling the size of Washington’s army. Gen-

eral Lee, the second highest ranking officer in the American Army, had been taken prisoner by the 

British on December 13 at Basking Ridge, New Jersey. 

     Washington’s second source may have been information he received from his faithful spy, John 

Honeyman, who informed Washington that Colonel Johann Gottlieb Rall, commander of a band of 

Hessian mercenaries in Trenton, had failed to secure Trenton, as ordered by Cornwallis, especially 

that no entrenchments had been made. 

     The stage was set. Washington planned a Christmas night strike to throw the Hessians off guard. 

His plan called for three divisions to cross the Delaware simultaneously – one at Trenton Ferry, anoth-

er at Bristol, and the third at McConkey’s Ferry House in Pennsylvania, eight miles north of Trenton. 
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     In the predawn darkness of December 26, amidst a downpour of snow and hail, only the third divi-

sion, consisting of Washington and his units under Major General Nathanael Greene, Major General 

John Sullivan’s divisions and their brigades, and Colonel Henry Knox’s regiment of artillery, including 

eighteen field cannons and fifty horses or more, were successful in crossing. The storm and ice pre-

vented the other two divisions from landing in New Jersey, leaving Washington’s troops to assault the 

city alone. 

     The river was full of blocks of ice. Since the Hessians considered it too difficult for Washington’s 

troops to cross under such dire weather conditions, they chose not to patrol it. While making their fa-

mous Christmas Night crossing, Washington’s troops pushed away blocks of ice from the path of their 

Durham boats while poling hard to fight the strong current.  

   Two Presidents-to-be crossed the Delaware with Washington that night – James Madison and 

James Monroe. John Marshall, who would later become Chief justice of the United States, as well as 

rivals Aaron Burr, Jr. and Alexander Hamilton, all future leaders of America’s republic, also made the 

crossing,  landing at Johnson’s Ferry in New Jersey. By 4 a.m., the 2,400 Americans, consisting of two 

columns, began their nine-mile march to Trenton to surprise the Hessians from two sides. 

     Partially hidden by driving sleet, advance units of Washington’s forces pushed past amazed Hessi-

an pickets on the outskirts of Trenton after disarming them. At precisely eight in the morning, Hamil-

ton’s advance guard, equipped with two cannons, glimpsed the metal helmets and glinting bayonets of 

a Hessian detachment. Suddenly, they exchanged fire! 

     With snow muffling their footsteps, Washington and his men crept up on the main body of Hessians, 

many of whom were groggy from their Christmas festivities the night before and attacked their outpost 

at Trenton. As the Americans slammed into Trenton, they routed some 1,400 dazed Hessians. In a 

mere forty-five minutes of fighting the Americans killed or wounded 106 men, and in less than two 

hours captured thirty officers, 918 prisoners, 1,000 muskets and rifles, 6 cannon, 6 wagons, and 40 

horses. Another five hundred dazed Hessians had managed to escape. 

     The defeat of the Hessian force at the Battle of Trenton was a small but vital conquest, as the first 

notable triumph by the Continental Army and one of George Washington’s most incredible victories. 

When the news of the Trenton defeat reached Sir William Howe in New York, he was stunned. He re-

sponded immediately by ordering Lord Cornwallis and some of his finest troops to return at once to 

New Jersey to “bag the fox.” Cornwallis landed some 8,000 troops on the shores of Perth Amboy at 

Sandy Point and quickly marched them through Woodbridge Township a distance of thirty miles west 

on January 2, 1777, reaching Trenton by nightfall. 

     Under the cover of night, the Americans, many suffering from hunger and their bloodied feet 

wrapped in rags, moved cannon and horses from Trenton near Stoney Brook outside of Princeton, un-

der the leadership of Brigadier General Hugh Mercer. At sunrise they engaged the rear guard of Corn-

wallis’s troops. General Mercer was bayoneted seven times and severely beaten in the head. His 

troops now bloodied and in mass confusion, were in the process of retreating when Washington ar-

rived with his main army. He regrouped the bewildered men and repulsed the attack. On January 3, 

1777, the Americans defeated the British at the  Battle of Princeton. General Mercer clung to life for 

nine days before dying at the Thomas Clarke House on Princeton Battlefield. 

     But now, Washington was once more entering Trenton that April 21, 1789. After having been re-

ceived in several towns along the route, “an admiring concourse” greeted Washington, the President-

elect, as he entered Trenton. The crowd was memorialized in a Nathanael Currier lithograph depicting 

the general and his party passing under a flower-festooned archway. At the bridge over the Assumpink 

Creek, he was visibly touched by the message on the arch: The defender of the mothers will be the 

protector of the daughters. As Washington emerged from under the arch, little, white-robed girls, and 
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their mothers, along with thirteen young women (each representing a different state) strewed flowers in 

Washington’s path while singing an ode written especially for the occasion by Major Richard Howell, 

who later became the third governor of New Jersey.  

     Washington continued traveling the same road across New Jersey on which he and his wasting little 

army had previously fled in the midst of secret enemies on every side. But this time along the way 

farmers assembled at crossroads, gentry bowed dignified welcome from the front porches of wayside 

inns, and soldiers who had fought their nation’s battles saluted and cheered. 

     Accompanied by Charles Thompson and Colonel David Humphreys, Washington’s company was 

escorted by the Woodbridge Cavalry, commanded by Captain Ichabod Potter, to the Cross Keys Tav-

ern, arriving in the afternoon. Here they stayed the night, as documented in Washington’s expense ac-

count.  

      Lined up to greet Washington were many of the surviving Woodbridge residents who had taken 

part in the struggle of independence at the Battle of the Short Hills and during the twenty-nine skirmish-

es that occurred in Woodbridge Township. Among the notables were Brigadier General Nathaniel 

Heard. He commanded seven hundred minutemen of the First Battalion of the Middlesex County Mili-

tia, and who had arrested Royal Governor William Franklin on June 19, 1776, at the Proprietary House 

in Perth Amboy. 

     On hand that day on April 22, 1789, was patriot Janet Pike Gage, who had raised a Liberty Pole to 

fly the Stars and Stripes for the first time in Woodbridge at the Cross Keys Tavern. One of the true her-

oines of the Revolutionary War, she was the wife of Philip Gage, a Tory. Also remembered that day 

was Nathaniel Fitz Randolph, Captain of the Middlesex Militia and one of the most conspicuous men 

for dash and daring that Woodbridge ever had. According to tradition, “Natty” Randolph, as he called 

himself,  was to die from his wounds suffered at the last battle to be fought in the north, the Second 

Battle of Springfield on June 23, 1780, where the Continental Army made its final stand in New Jersey. 

His headstone in the Woodbridge Presbyterian Church Burying Grounds is marred by many “bullet im-

pacts” where it is said that the British shot at his headstone in retaliation for the troubles, he caused 

them. 

      At dinner that evening, in the warm candlelight of a pleasant room at the Cross Keys Tavern, 

Washington had listened with grave urbanity to the officers seated around his table. The hardship, dan-

ger and grinding anxiety of his venture were behind him. The madeira circulated, loosening the 

tongues of his guests.  On the morning of April 23, 1789, George Washington departed Woodbridge, 

escorted by the militia and citizens of the town, and traveled to Rahway where military companies from 

Newark, Connecticut Farms and Elizabethtown escorted him to Boxwood Hall for an elegant luncheon 

with his host Elias Boudinot and Governor William Livingston among many others before his inaugura-

tion in New York City, the nation’s capital.    

     It was Washington alone who could pull together both the diversity and the vastness of the new na-

tion. As a founder and Father of Our Country, he had somehow kept the military obedient to him and to 

Congress. He had helped bring about a transformation of the American Government from the Articles 

of Confederation to the United States Constitution. His leadership and character still have the power to 

inspire, and his life is still worth emulating today. Washington continues to symbolize the nation’s past 

and its hopes for the future. 
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Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance 

PO Box 5583 

Somerset, NJ 08875-5583 

 

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alli-

ance consists of committed individuals and 

organizations representing sites within the re-

gion of Raritan and Millstone systems.  In an 

area that has continually contributed to the 

strength of the United States, we seek through 

our programs to promote, protect and preserve 

an understanding of our rich historical, cultur-

al and educational heritage as we work to be a 

model for current and future generations by 

promoting the rich heritage of our American 

society.  


