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November 19, 2022, RMHA BOARD MEETING

AT HISTORIC WALLACE HOUSE, SOMERVILLE, NEW JERSEY
The November 19, 2022, RMHA board meeting will be held between 10:00 a.m. and Noon
and include a visit to the historic
Wallace House. The meeting will
take place in the “Sign of the Red
Lion Interpretive Center” park facility located in the center of the
grassy lawn of Wallace House and
just beyond the parking area. Parking is available from 71 Somerset
Street, Somerville, NJ. The meeting
at the Interpretive Center is ADA
accessible but the subsequent optional tour of the Wallace House is
not. The Wallace House is a New
Jersey State Historic Site and was
added to the National Register on
December 2, 1970. All RMHA individual and site members are welcomed to attend.
THE WALLACE HOUSE
The Wallace House was chosen for this RMHA board meeting in keeping with our purpose to
promote an understanding of the rich, eventful and cultural heritage of our American society
in the greater Raritan and Millstone River Valleys. The RMHA board meets in September, November, March and May at one of the historical, cultural, educational and environments sites
included in our guide to Historic Sites in the Raritan & Millstone Valleys.

Interpretative Center

The business meeting will consist of reports from all
standing and ad hoc committees after which Paul Soltis
will speak. He will also give a tour of the Wallace House
for those who are able. Paul Soltis is the State Park
Service’s resource interpretive specialist and historian
for the Wallace House and Old Dutch Parsonage. He
holds a B.A. degree from the College of William and
Mary in Virginia and has previously served at George
Washington’s headquarters at Rockingham, Rocky Hill,
New Jersey.
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RARITAN-MILLSTONE HERITAGE ALLIANCE
P O Box 5583, Somerset, NJ 08875-5583
www.raritanmillstone.org
An organization of individuals, organizations, and sites working to promote preservation
and understanding of the rich, eventful, and cultural sites located in Central New Jersey.
OFFICERS
President, Donald J. Peck - Vice President, Janena Benjamin
Secretary, Anurag K. Singh – Treasurers, John and Karen Keithler
DIRECTORS
Brian Armstrong, Barbara ten Broeke, Frank J. Crowe
Daniel Dias, George B. Dawson, Susan C. Keating
Carol C. Natarelli, Nancy A. Piwowar, Rev. Canon Ronald N. Pollock
Marilyn W. Rautio & Tyreen A. Reuter

The Board of Directors

meets on the third or fourth Saturday of
March, May, September, November at designated historic and
museum member sites in the region

YOUR LINK TO THE PUBLIC:
The Link is on a quarterly publication schedule. News of major
Upcoming events for possible placement in the newsletter
May be mailed, emailed, or faxed to the following address:
Any questions, please contact:
Donald J. Peck, Editor
The Clausen Company, P.O. Box 140, Fords, NJ 08863
Tel 732-738-1165 Fax 732-738-1618
e-mail clausenco@aol.com
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THE WALLACE HOUSE
At Somerville, New Jersey
Excerpted from A Spirited War
by Donald Johnstone Peck
During the Second Middlebrook Encampment, between December 11, 1778, and June 3, 1779,
General George Washington leased the Wallace House for his headquarters. The encampment at
Middlebrook is the least known of the Revolutionary War campaigns in New Jersey. However, it
was crucial to the outcome of the American Revolution. Washington chose the area because it
was easily defensible, had a good network of roads, plenty of timber for the soldiers’ huts, and a
sympathetic populace nearby.
Compared to the winters spent at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, or Morristown, New Jersey, the winter of 1779 was mild, and the army was better fed, clothed and trained. While Washington’s strategy was to convince the British not to move again into New Jersey, or advance north into New England, he was now better prepared to engage them if they decided to do so.
Following the Battle of Monmouth, Washington anticipated that the next major thrust by the British
from their New York stronghold would be northward. In an effort to repulse their advance, in November 1778 he positioned his army in a series of camps that crossed halfway around New York
City and its environs, This arrangement allowed Washington to detect and respond to any British
forays toward Philadelphia, Albany, or New England, while keeping him poised for a joint attack
with the French on New York City.
There were several British forays into war-torn New Jersey, but Sir Henry Clinton did not attempt
any decisive action. Clinton would later determine Middlebrook too strong, and Washington’s
10,000 troops too numerous, to be “rashly attempted” with his force of 22,000 soldiers from the
New York and Rhode Island areas.
The Continental Army, consisting of about 10,000 men, was equal to the entire population of Somerset County. To minimize its impact on the population, the brigades were assigned to locations
several miles apart: “Maryland” to the east of Middlebrook, “Virginia” on the west, “Pennsylvania”
across the Raritan on the west side of the Millstone River and the Artillery Camp at Pluckemin.
Other encampments were garrisoned along a 75-mile-long line from Middlebrook, toward Summit,
Ramapo and West Point. Others stretched from Fishkill, New York to Danbury in Western Connecticut. Under orders from Washington dated April 12, 1779, a series of twenty-three bonfire signal-beacons were built to warn the American militia to arms in the event of any advance by the
British troops. (See page 4)
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These orders were carried out under the leadership of Major General William Alexander, of
Basking Ridge in Somerset County. Commonly known as “Lord Stirling,” he claimed his title as
a Scottish Earl through his father. Although the claim was somewhat questionable, he was the
only man of such distinction to become an American general. George Washington referred to
him as “my Lord,” and thought well of the fifty-six-year-old, wealthy, hard-driving and harddrinking patriot.
John Wallace, a wealthy fabric importer and merchant from Philadelphia, had an eight-room
addition, constructed between 1775 and 1776, added on to an earlier small farmhouse. Today,
it is one of the finest and most original examples of Georgian architecture in New Jersey and
was one of the largest houses constructed in the state during the Revolution.

In the eighteenth century, the Dutch-framed mansion fronted the Old York Road, one of the
main highways across New Jersey, connecting New York and Philadelphia. Washington chose
the Wallace House because of its strategic location and amenities. Other generals and their
aides were quartered in the homes of nearby residents. The Wallace House became a New
Jersey State historic site in 1947. Washington spent six months there, excepting a six-week
trip to Philadelphia, undertaken to address Congress. Martha Washington, as was her custom,
joined her husband on February 5, 1779, after his return to Wallace House, and stayed there
throughout the spring.
The Washington’s ordered a new set of china and “six tolerably genteel but not expensive candle-sticks” through the assistant quartermaster at Philadelphia. They enjoyed gracious entertaining, and “Lady Kitty” Livingston and her sister, Mrs. John Jay, were their frequent guests.
Other distinguished visitors included the marquis de Lafayette, Baron von Steuben, Lt. Col. Alexander Hamilton, General Washington’s aide-de-camp, and Major General Benedict Arnold.
The Washingtons also socialized with prominent citizens in the area, including the Reverend
Jacob R. Hardenburg, Pastor of the local Dutch Reformed Church.
The Reverend Hardenburg had sold the farmstead, “Hope Farm,” of 107 acres near his parsonage, (built of Holland brick for the Reverend John Frelinghuysen) to John Wallace in 1775
in anticipation of building a summer residence away from British threatened Philadelphia and
in the tranquility of Somerset County. Hardenburg, a strong supporter of independence, was
instrumental in the founding of Queen’s College, serving as its first president from 1785-1790.
The theological classes held at Old Dutch Parsonage were the beginning of the college, later
to become Rutgers University.
Historically, Rutgers was the eighth college established in the American colonies. After it had
been chartered in 1766, it was named for the consort of Britain’s King George III. The College
was renamed in 1825 in honor of Colonel Henry Rutgers, a benefactor and Revolutionary War
veteran. It officially became Rutgers, the State University, in 1945.
Sometimes, at the end of the day, when a low sun is streaming through the panes of the window in what was Washington’s small library, one can visualize the shadowy (See page 5)
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figure of Major Caleb Gibbs. He was the commandant of the Life Guard, an elite corps of about
144 men who served as the equivalent of Washington’s secret service, closely guarding him, his
staff, and his papers.

Wallace House Library

It was at the Wallace House that George Washington
planned the successful Indian Campaign of 1779
against the Iroquois League, fierce allies of the British.
With the war in the colonies at something of a standstill,
Washington decided to dispatch troops to northern
Pennsylvania and western New York State, where the
Iroquois Indians’ Six Nations Confederation and Loyalists forces were attacking American frontier towns and
outposts. Major General John Sullivan’s forces of about
4,000 Continental Army troops drove the Iroquois to Fort
Niagara, the British stronghold. This allowed the American
colonists to push westward and populate the region.

Threats of an enemy attack on West Point pulled the Americans out of Middlebrook on June 3,
1779, for a forced march to the Hudson River, but the attack never came. With Washington absent from New Jersey, Colonel John Graves Simcoe, Commander of Clinton’s elite Queen’s
Rangers, staged a terrifying raid in October 1779, pounding through the Raritan and Millstone Valleys in a dash that many historians have labeled the most daring single event of the war. He and
his Rangers covered fifty-five miles in a single night. Simcoe was captured, but most of the Rangers made it to safety.
With the close of an uneventful 1779 summer campaign, Washington again selected Morristown,
New Jersey as the site for his winter encampment. From its heights, he could keep a watchful eye
on the British in New York City and be in a position to move his soldiers over well-guarded routes
to either the Hudson or the Delaware. The winter of 1780 was the most severe since 1755, and
much worse than that of 1778 at Valley Forge. The prospect of ultimate victory seemed distant.

MAP OF THE SECOND MIDDLEBROOK ENCAMPMENT
1779
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MEET OUR NEWEST DIRECTORS
At the September 17, 2022, meeting of the RMHA Board of Directors, Barbara ten Broeke, the
Chair of the Nominations Committee, nominated and the board elected our two newest board
members: Brian Armstrong ( Class of 2024) and Daniel Diaz ( Class of 2023).
Brian Armstrong is an independent historian, researcher, sought-after speaker and published
author. A resident of Mount Laurel, Brian was past president of the South River Historical &
Preservation Society for 10 years and is now President of the League of Historical Societies of
New Jersey.
Daniel Diaz is a sophomore at Rutgers University with a major in history. He is an active member of the Historical Association of Woodbridge Township (HAWT) and an archivist at the Woodbridge Public Library. He plans to teach history at the high school level.

GUIDE BOOK DISTRIBUTION
Thanks to Janena Benjamin, Karen Keithler, Don Peck and others for their recent distribution of
several boxes of Guide Books. All board members are invited and encouraged to assist us in the
distribution of the Fifth Edition of our Guide Book Historic Sites in the Raritan & Millstone Valleys
to our member sites.

ANNUAL APPEAL
The 2022 Annual Appeal was mailed to all individual RMHA members this October. A major fund
-raising effort of the RMHA, each year our membership generously endorses our mission with a
year-end gift for which we are enormously grateful.

NEW INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS
New individual members are cordially invited to join the RMHA. To join, simply visit us on our
website and click on “Join and Contact Us” to access our online membership portal!

SAVE THE DATE
GEORGE WASHINGTON BIRTHDAY PARTY
(Guest speaker to be announced)
1:00 p.m. – 3 p.m. Saturday, February 18, 2023
Cranbury Inn, Cranbury, New Jersey

ANNUAL MEETING LUNCHEON
Guest speaker to be announced
Board of Directors’ election and guest speaker
1:00 p.m. – 3 p.m. Saturday, April 15, 2023
Royce Brook Golf Club, Hillsborough, New Jersey
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After two years of isolation and separation the RMHA Board and membership finally had a
pleasant reunion on September 17, 2022 at the Forsgate Country Club, Monroe Township.
Here are some of our members enjoying themselves!

The Alliance remembers with deep appreciation the many long years of the devotion
to it by Ann Suydam. Here Ann is pictured with the then RMHA President, Don Peck
in 2009 at the Nassau Inn, Princeton, New Jersey.

Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance
PO Box 5583
Somerset, NJ 08875-5583

The Raritan-Millstone Heritage Alliance consists of committed individuals and
organizations representing sites within the region of Raritan and Millstone systems. In an
area that has continually contributed to the
strength of the United States, we seek through
our programs to promote, protect and preserve
an understanding of our rich historical, cultural and educational heritage as we work to be a
model for current and future generations by
promoting the rich heritage of our American
society.

8

